
George Morrow’s Life Chronology and Research Sources 
 
March 6, 1798 – Daniel and Ann Wood’s daughter Elizabeth was born. 

1801 – George Morrow was born: Tombstone inscription at French Lake Cemetery. 

1819 – George Morrow arrived in New Brunswick from Ireland. 1851 census. 

May 14, 1827 – George Morrow possibly bought 200 acres of land in the Hoyt area. This 
is from a correspondent (privacy protected) but was not found in the 
indexes at the Archives. e-mail of August 23, 2006. 

September 11, 1828 – George Morrow married Elizabeth Wood, daughter of Daniel 
Wood and Ann Morgan. Witnesses were George Hayward and Otis 
[Orlo?] Smith. 

1829 – George Morrow complained in the Supreme Court concerning Hugh Johnson. It 
was alleged that John R. Partelow had given George Morrow a promissory 
note for £300, but that Hugh Johnson had taken over his debt. Morrow 
sued for payment. PANB, RS42, Supreme Court Case Files 1784 – 1836, 
George Morrow vs. Hugh Johnson, 1829. 

1830 – George Morrow complained in the Supreme Court concerning George Baker. 
Baker had given a promissory note to William Roberts for £64.06.06 in 
Fredericton on January 31, 1826. William Roberts subsequently signed the 
promissory note over to George Morrow. Morrow sued Baker for payment 
of the £64.06.06 in addition to £420 for other goods, services, loans, and 
old debts. The case went to court and the decision is not clear from the 
file. PANB, RS42, Supreme Court Case Files 1784 – 1836, George 
Morrow vs. George Baker, 1830. 

1832 – George Morrow complained in the Supreme Court concerning Jeremiah Tracy of 
Lincoln. The suit was for £1238 including payments under a contract 
whereby Morrow provided supplies to Tracy. A balance of £668.11 was 
outstanding. It seems that the £668.11 represented Tracy’s obligation to 
Morrow out of a total bad investment of £1,238. PANB, RS42, Supreme 
Court Case Files 1784 – 1836, George Morrow vs. Jeremiah Tracy, 1832. 

June 10, 1833 – The following petition was submitted to the Sunbury County Court of 
General Sessions.  It was signed by a large number of people, including 
George Morrow: 

"The fishery of Alewives and Gaspereau at the falls of the North Branch ... 
was of inestimable value before the erection of mill dams on the said 
stream. That not only the settlers on the branches of the Oromocto but the 
inhabitants of the River St. John and its tributary streams for a distance of 
fifty miles above Fredericton were plentifully supplied. That at one time 



an old resident on the Oromocto recollects to have counted eighty-four 
boats and canoes on the fishery ground which went away loaded. That by 
the erection of mill dams on the said stream the passage of fish to the 
Oromocto Lake (which they periodically visited) has been totally 
obstructed. That the vicinity in general and the Branches of the Oromocto 
in particular have therefore sustained an incalculable loss. Petitioners 
therefore pray your Honorable Court will compel the overseers of Mills on 
the said stream to make sufficient fish-ways past the respective dams, that 
the few fish which yet come to make the attempt may find a practicable 
passage. Petitioners flatter themselves your Honorable Court will agree 
with them in opinion that a matter of such importance should not be longer 
neglected as the advantage resulting will in all probability extend to 
remote posterity." PANB, RS157, Sunbury County Records, A/2/33A. 

1833 – George Morrow petitioned to purchase 100 acres of low marsh land from the 
south side of the Oromocto River adjoining land granted to Benjamin 
Bailey and near Lots No. 35, 36 and 37. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, 
George Morrow SU 1832, Vol. 16, No. 51, microfilm F9035. 

This was at Bear Brook Meadow on the main Oromocto River, about four 
miles south of French Lake. 

1833 – George Morrow petitioned to purchase 100 acre Lot No. 24 in the First Tier in 
Burton Parish of Sunbury County. Thirty acres of this land was on the 
south side of the road leading from Fredericton to Saint Andrews, and 
seventy acres was on the east [north?] of the road commencing at 
McDougall’s Bridge and “extending southerly a sufficient distance”. 
PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow SU 1833, Vol. 21, No. 24, 
microfilm F9043. 

This was in the Geary area, near French Lake. 

1834 – George Morrow of Burton Parish petitioned to buy the 200 acre vacant Lot No. 6 
on the west side of Oromocto Lake between Captain Campbell and Mr. 
McEwen. This request was approved. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, 
George Morrow SU 1834, Vol. 18, No. 38, microfilm F9035. 

This was in the northwest quadrant of Oromocto Lake, opposite the outlet 
to the northwest branch of the Oromocto River. 

1834 – George Morrow complained in the Supreme Court concerning William Scoullar. 
Scoullar was alleged to have taken “sixty nine sticks of white pine” 
belonging to Morrow from a property on the north branch of the Oromocto 
River at Hartt’s Intervale. The pine was said to be worth £150. Scoullar, 
on the other hand, claimed that the property from which the pine was 
taken actually belonged to him. PANB, RS42, Supreme Court Case Files 
1784 – 1836, George Morrow vs. William Scoullar, 1834. 



1834 – George Morrow complained in the Supreme Court concerning Samuel Bunker. 
Bunker was alleged to owe Morrow £60 for merchandise plus an old debt 
of £50. PANB, RS42, Supreme Court Case Files 1784 – 1836, George 
Morrow vs. Samuel Bunker, 1834. 

1834 – George Morrow complained in the Supreme Court concerning George Nevers and 
John Wood. Nevers and Wood were alleged to have given Daniel Wood a 
promissory note for £43.12. Daniel Wood then sold the dept to George 
Morrow. Morrow’s total suit was in the amount of £365, after adding 
amounts for other goods, services, loans, and old debts. PANB, RS42, 
Supreme Court Case Files 1784 – 1836, George Morrow vs. George 
Nevers, 1834. 

Daniel Wood was John Wood’s father and George Morrow’s father-in-
law. This suit was connivance between Morrow and the Wood family and 
had two objectives. The first objective was to get Nevers, and the second 
objective was to raid John Wood’s cash funds and to make him appear 
poor-on-paper as he faced numerous other less friendly creditors. John 
Wood, Daniel Wood, Generations, the journal of the New Brunswick 
Genealogical Society, Vol. 26, No. 2, Summer, 2004. 

 
1835 – George Morrow brought suit against Hugh Timmins and Peter Timmins in the 

Supreme Court. However, there are only three small pieces of paper 
remaining in the case file and it is not known what the suit was for. 
PANB, RS42, Supreme Court Case Files 1784 – 1836, George Morrow vs. 
Hugh Timmins, 1835. 

1835 – George Morrow brought suit against James Tapley in the Supreme Court.  The 
suit was for payment of a £130 promissory note that Tapley had given to 
John R. Partilow, and which was later signed over to George Morrow. The 
suit included other amounts to a grand total of £1330 including the note, 
goods, services, old debts and costs. PANB, RS42, Supreme Court Case 
Files 1784 – 1836, George Morrow vs. James Tapley, 1835. 

August 3, 1835 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut 60,000 
feet of white pine timber annually from crown lands for a term of five 
years beginning on May 1, 1835. The land was between Oromocto Lake 
and Stream and Lyon Stream and comprised 12 square miles known as the 
old Hazen ground above John Bailey’s. This was an extension of the 
licence that he obtained earlier that year. PANB, RS663A, Timber and 
Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1835. 

See description below. 

1835 – George Morrow received five-year Licence No. 453 to cut 200 tons of timber 
from a 12 square mile parcel between Oromocto Lake and Lyon Stream. 



PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George 
Morrow SU 1835. 

The Lyon Stream is just inside York County in [what is now] New 
Maryland Parish north of the northwest Oromocto River. This licence 
covered a large area, however, extending toward the Lake. 

August 12, 1835 – Burton Parish farmer William Ward sold to Blissville Parish merchant 
George Morrow for the sum of £112 a parcel of land  on the main 
Oromocto River in Burton Parish near Dr. Coleman’s barn and adjacent to 
a lot owned by William Scoullar. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book N(15), page 277. 

January, 1836 – George Morrow and Henry Boone acted as guarantors for John Wood in 
his application to keep a tavern in his home in French Lake. PANB, 
RS157.   

May 20, 1836 – George Hayward sold to George Morrow (Merchant), 100 acres of land 
on the French Lake Stream near Neripis Road, including the mill existing 
on the lot for the sum of £72.5.10. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book N(15), page 173. 

The Rockwell Stream was then known as French Lake Stream. 

June 10, 1836 – Burton Parish innkeeper William Morrison sold to merchant George 
Morrow for the sum of £130. 1.5 acres of land near Lot No. 1 on the 
Oromocto River in Burton Parish; and also another piece of land in Burton 
Parish including a six foot wide lane. Morrison reserved for himself access 
over the land to and from a stream. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book N(15), page 174. 

Lot No. 1 was near the mouth of the river in the Lincoln area. 

August 10, 1836 – Orlo Hoyt sold to George Morrow for the sum of £150, 500 acres of 
land in Blissville Parish, being the upper half of Lot No. 21, all of Lot 
Nos. 22 and 23 on the southwest branch of the Oromocto River. PANB, 
RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book 
N(15), page 285. 

This was Burton Parish, not Blissville Parish, and the lots added to 
Morrow’s homestead holdings in French Lake. Orlo Hoyt was George’s 
wife’s brother-in-law. 

August 10, 1836 – Burton Parish farmer Daniel Wood sold to George Morrow for the 
sum of £150, 400 acres of land in Blissville Parish, being the upper half of 
Lot No. 19, all of Lot No. 20, and the lower half of Lot No. 21. PANB, 
RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book 
N(15), page 237. 



The reference to Blissville Parish is wrong. This land was from the Wood 
homestead property in French Lake. 

December 9, 1836 – John DeWitt, a farmer in Blissville Parish, sold to George Morrow 
(2/3 parts) and to James Mills (1/3 part) for the sum of £25, 100 acres of 
land on the northwest side of the road from Fredericton to Saint Andrews. 
PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, 
Book R(19), page 432. 

I suspect that this was Lot No. 62 in Geary, but am not certain. If so, then 
this would have added to his contiguous lots in French Lake. 

1836 – James Hazen brought a suit against George Morrow in the Supreme Court.  The 
suit was for payment of a £2000 to cover the cost of a large amount of 
timber and goods that Hazen had sold to Morrow, plus other amounts for 
services, other goods, old debts, costs, etc. to a grand total of £12000. 
PANB, RS42, Supreme Court Case Files 1784 – 1836, James Hazen vs. 
George Morrow, 1836. 

1836 – George Morrow brought a suit against Hugh Simmons in the Supreme Court. The 
suit was for the return of 100 tons of white pine, plus 100 tons of other 
timber having a total value of £100 which Morrow alleged that Simmons 
had stolen. PANB, RS42, Supreme Court Case Files 1784 – 1836, George 
Morrow vs. Hugh Simmons, 1836. 

October 30, 1837 – George Morrow of Burton Parish asked for a licence to cut 75 tons of 
white pine timber from crown lands for a term of five years. The land was 
on the south side of the road from Fredericton to Saint Andrews 
commencing at the upper line of Alexander Boone’s land and extending 
for an unspecified distance. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill 
Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1837. 

This was possibly in the Geary area. This was not complied with since he 
failed to specify the upper line of the tract.  

January 8, 1838 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut 30,000 
feet of timber from crown lands to the rear of [---] Camp’s land and 
between the grants of Hazen Gold and Charles Morris on the west side of 
the Oromocto River. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 
– 1896, George Morrow SU 1838. 

He referred to the fact that he owned a mill, which would have been the 
one that he bought from George Hayward on the Rockwell Stream. 

April 24, 1838 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish said that he operated a lumbering 
business and owned a sawmill on the Oromocto River, and that he had had 
people cutting timber during the previous winter for which fees were now 
due. He was unable to pay the stumpage fees immediately and asked that 



the due date be extended to the first of July. PANB, RS663A, Timber and 
Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1838. 

April 28, 1838 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish paid fees on 1,089.5 tons of white 
pine that he had cut from his reserves along the Oromocto River and its 
branches. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, 
George Morrow SU 1838. 

May 26, 1838 – William Mills of Blissville Parish sold to George Morrow, merchant, for 
the sum of £30, 200 acre Lot No. 3 on the west side of the Oromocto River 
in Blissville Parish. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office 
Records 1786 – 1980, Book O(16), page 51. 

This was meadow land, and possibly timber land, almost directly across 
the River from his homestead lots in French Lake; Burton Parish. 

February 1, 1839 – John Boile of Blissville Parish mortgaged to George Morrow, 
Blissville Parish merchant, for the sum of £30, 50 acres of land in 
Blissville Parish. As usual, the mortgage was in the form of an outright 
transfer of ownership, with the provision that it would become void when 
or if Boile repaid his £30 debt to Morrow. In this case, the debt was pre 
existing. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 
1980, Book O(16), page 102. 

February 27, 1839 – Jeremiah Tracy of Blissville Parish sold to George Morrow for the 
sum of £30, 224 acre Lot No. 24 on the Oromocto River in Blissville 
Parish. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 
1980, Book O(16), page 101. 

This was in French Lake, Burton Parish, immediately adjacent to 
Morrow’s other homestead properties. 

May 22, 1839 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut 30,000 feet 
of lumber from crown lands adjacent to Linus Seely’s five-year licence. 
PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George 
Morrow SU 1839. 

This was at Yoho Stream just inside Sunbury County on the northwest 
branch of the Oromocto River above Tracy. 

July 19, 1839 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish said that he had obtained three-year 
timber cutting licences in 1837 and 1838, in addition to several one-year 
licences, all along the Oromocto River. In July of 1838 he had gone to the 
Crown Lands Office to pay his fees on the timber he had cut. The fees 
amounted to £108.19.0, and Mr. Gull who was working in the office at 
that time had told him that his payments were then up to date. The 
£108.19.0 was in addition to £70.7.6 paid in December of 1837. He now 
found that upon coming to the office to pay his fees for the present year 



that his previous payments were no longer considered up to date and that 
he was being asked for further back payments. Morrow surmised that there 
was confusion between the amount of timber cut versus the amount 
authorized to be cut, and he attached an accounting statement of timber cut 
and fees paid. On the basis of this accounting, he was assessed as still 
owing £143.10.0. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 
1896, George Morrow SU 1839. 

1839 – George Morrow asked for a licence to cut 60,000 feet of lumber from Blocks 99 
and 100 on the northeast branch of the Magaguadavic River. PANB, 
RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 
1839. 

This was in the northern part of Charlotte County to the south of 
Oromocto Lake, but in a different watershed. 

1840 – The General Assembly set aside £10 to build a road from George Morrow’s house 
to the South Branch Road. This was part of a larger road building 
appropriation. Acts of the General Assembly of Her Majesty’s Province of 
New Brunswick, MDCCCXL, from www.geocities.com/ heartland/trail 
/8616/sunacts.html. 

February 3, 1840, George Morrow, Jeremiah Tracy, John Wood and about a hundred 
others submitted the following petition to the Assembly: 

"Your petitioners have heard with much surprise and regret that your 
Honorable Body are about to pass an act to prevent mill owners from 
throwing slabs into mill streams in certain parts of this province. That 
petitioners consider that such a law would be unnecessarily imposing a 
serious tax on mill owners in this county as petitioners do not consider that 
any difficulty or damage can arise to any person from throwing slabs in 
the streams in any part of the county of Sunbury, but on the contrary we 
consider they are a very great benefit, large quantities being used annually 
as fuel, fencing and many other purposes -- a privilege which we should 
be very sorry to be deprived of.  Your petitioners therefore humbly pray 
that the Honorable Legislature will not pass any law preventing mill 
owners within the county of Sunbury from throwing slabs in any of the 
streams within the said county." 

This was in response to a complaint by Hartt of Hartt’s mills that Tracy 
was throwing so much refuse into the Oromocto River that it was backing 
up against the dam at his grist mill. 

September 11, 1840 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut 
50,000 feet of lumber from a lot near Lake Erina in York County which 
was applied for by James Campbell in 1835. This petition was not allowed 
as it would have interfered with an application to settle the land. PANB, 



RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 
(sic) 1840. 

Lake Erina is an alternate name for Yoho Lake in Kingsclear Parish of 
York County, between Hanwell and Cork. 

October 2, 1840 – Charles DeWitt, a farmer of Blissville Parish, mortgaged to George 
Morrow, Blissville Parish merchant, for the sum of £103.12, 200 acres of 
land on the east side of the South Branch Oromocto River in Blissville 
Parish. The mortgage was in the form of an outright transfer of ownership, 
with the provision that it would become void when or if Boile repaid his 
mortgage to Morrow. He did pay off the mortgage, so the land was not lost 
to him. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 
1980, Book O(16), page 342. 

May 3, 1841 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut 25,000 feet 
of lumber from a lot held by a five year lease to Jacob Mersereau on the 
Lyon Stream in Sunbury County. This petition was not allowed as it 
interfered with at least one application to settle the land. The land was 
eventually sold to Jacob Mersereau instead. PANB, RS663A, Timber and 
Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow YO [sic] 1841. 

Lyon Stream is just inside Sunbury County on the northwest branch of the 
Oromocto River. 

May 3, 1841 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut 30,000 feet 
of lumber from Blocks 10 and 11 adjacent to Oromocto Lake and Big 
Oromocto Lake. This petition was not allowed as the land was applied for 
and was eventually sold to D. Hartt. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill 
Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow YO 1841. 

March 14, 1842 – Burton Parish farmer Alexander Carr sold to Burton Parish merchant 
George Morrow for the sum of £50, 67 acres of land being the upper half 
of the rear part of Lot No. 4. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry 
Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book P(17), page 66. 

This was probably Lot No. 4 in Geary. 

March 30, 1842 – John Morrison of Burton Parish sold to Burton Parish merchant George 
Morrow for the sum of £40, one acre of land in Burton Parish near the tan 
house along the great road to Saint John. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book P(17), page 68. 

This was probably in Geary. 

May 13, 1842 – Eleanor Webb, widow of William Morrison of Burton Parish sold to 
Burton Parish merchant George Morrow for the sum of £30, her rights of 
dower to one acre of land in Burton Parish near the tan house along the 



great road to Saint John. Before his death, William had sold other land to 
George Morrow. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 
1786 – 1980, Book P(17), page 99. 

This was probably in Geary. 

June 14, 1842 – George Morrow, a merchant from Blissville, sold to Blissville farmer 
John DeWitt for the sum of £100, a section of land on the Oromocto River 
near Bear Brook in Blissville near Israel Tracy’s grant. PANB, RS95B 
Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book P(17), page 
221. 

Bear Brook enters Bass Creek south of French Lake on the main 
Oromocto River. 

May 11, 1843 – George Morrow petitioned to purchase 100 acres of land in the rear of 
Lots No. 21, 22, 23 and 24 on the east side of the Oromocto River. PANB, 
RS108, Land Petitions, George Morrow SU 1844, microfilm F4229. 

This was behind his homestead property in French Lake, toward Geary. 

July 4, 1843 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish stated that he had been billed £148.10 
in fees for excess lumber cut from his former five-year lease. He objected 
that some of these fees had already been paid and that he was being over-
billed. Inspecting officers Allan and Barton of Saint John provided 
evidence of 900 tons of timber having been moved to market by George 
Morrow and that is was this timber which was the reason for the fee. The 
petition was not complied with since Council required a greater 
explanation of the amounts Morrow thought were due. PANB, RS663A, 
Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1843. 

1843 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut 40,000 feet of 
lumber from land near the Douglas River. This petition was not complied 
with since the land was in the process of being sold to another applicant. 
PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George 
Morrow SU 1843. 

The Douglas River is now known as Douglas Valley Brook and is in 
Petersville Parish of Queens County. 

1843 – George Morrow of Burton Parish asked for a licence to cut 125,000 feet of lumber 
from a block of land formerly granted to Samuel Abbott on the South 
Branch Oromocto River. It is not known whether this application was 
granted. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, 
George Morrow SU 1843. 

Located on the south branch of the Oromocto River. 



August 8, 1843 – William Morrison, a farmer from of Burton Parish, sold to Burton 
Parish merchant George Morrow for the sum of £50, 150 acres of land in 
Blissville Parish, being Lot A plus the west part of Lot G on the east side 
of the Oromocto River at Brisly Brook. An adjacent lot was No. 51. 
PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, 
Book Q(18), page 15. 

I gather that this was Lot No. 51 on the east side of the Oromocto River 
south of French Lake and Geary and that the lettered lot numbers are 
superseded. In any case, it was in this area on Brisly Brook. 

August 28, 1843 – Jeremiah Whitney, a farmer of Burton Parish sold to Burton Parish 
merchant George Morrow for the sum of £100, parts of Lots No. 1 and 2 
on the south side of the northwest branch of the Oromocto River in 
Blissville Parish; including an island in the river. PANB, RS95B Sunbury 
County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book P(17), page 299. 

These are Lots No. 1 and 2 just above Fredericton Junction on the 
southwest branch of the Oromocto River.  

November 11, 1843 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish wanted to cut timber from land 
known as the Duncan Barber Block but, upon making enquiries with the 
Crown Lands Office, was told that an order in council would be required 
for his application to proceed. He therefore asked for an order in council. 
It appears that this was not complied with as it was too late to go to 
Council that year. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 
1896, George Morrow SU 1843. 

This location not identified. 

March 5, 1844 – Robert McLean had been convicted of a debt of £10.4.2 plus costs to 
Burton Parish yeoman George Morrow and, on this date, High Sheriff 
John Hazen auctioned off 10 acres of land on the south branch of the 
Oromocto River in Blissville Parish belonging to Robert McLean. George 
Morrow was the high bidder and obtained the land for £12. This suit is not 
found in RS42 because that file extends to 1836 only. PANB, RS95B 
Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book Q(18), page 
16. 

This was apparently in the Tracy area, as the river was described as 
running east/west.  

1844 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut an unspecified 
amount of timber or lumber from a four square mile lot which he said was 
“described in licence No. A417”. [See the next item also dealing with four 
square miles.] PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 
1896, George Morrow SU 1844. 



1844 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut an unspecified 
amount of timber or lumber from Boone’s former four square mile five-
year lease on the Shin Brook below the bridge. PANB, RS663A, Timber 
and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1844. 

Shin Creek enters the south branch of the Oromocto River in southern 
Sunbury County, south of Fredericton Junction. 

July 23, 1844 – George Morrow said that on June 4, 1844 he applied for and was later 
granted a licence to cut timber from a five square mile property known as 
the Abbott tract on Block 4, Range 9 on the Oromocto River. Survey work 
was now three-quarters finished and expenses had been incurred. Now, 
however, Charles McCormick and --- L. Hubble had entered upon the land 
with the intention of forcibly holding it in order to cut timber. His 
immediate problem was that his lease did not empower him to prosecute 
the trespassers in his own name and he therefore asked that the Council 
afford him their protection. The authorities ordered that the survey to be 
completed, and that if any trespassers were encountered then they should 
be told to desist. An explanation was offered that “that district of [the] 
county is however in a state of confusion by reason of no definite answer 
having been given to an application for a mill reserve so that no licence 
has yet [been] issued for the land prayed for as a mill reserve and everyone 
seems determined to get his share of the logs which are of a superior 
quality.”  PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, 
George Morrow SU 1844. 

Located on the south branch of the Oromocto River. 

September 4, 1844 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut an 
unspecified amount of timber or lumber from Lots 1 to 7 in Range E and 
Lots 5 to 11 in Range D comprising two square miles on the Neripis River 
in Queens County. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 
1896, George Morrow SU [sic] 1845 [sic]. 

Located on the Neripis River in Queens County, substantially east in the 
Victoria Settlement area. 

September 20, 1844 – Jeremiah Tracy had been convicted of a debt of £668.11 plus costs 
of £5.11 to Burton Parish merchant George Morrow and, on this date, 
High Sheriff John Hazen auctioned off Lots 8, 9 and 10 on the south side 
of the north branch of the Oromocto River in Blissville Parish belonging 
to Jeremiah Tracy. George Morrow was the high bidder and obtained the 
land for £15. This suit is not found in RS42 because that file extends to 
1836 only. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 
– 1980, Book Q(18), page 19. 

This was the sawmill property in the village of Tracy. 



January 29, 1845 – George Morrow, a Burton Parish merchant, sold to William Sheahan, 
a Blissville Parish blacksmith, for the sum of £400, parts of Lots No. 1 and 
2 on the north side of the northwest branch of the Oromocto River 
including the island in front. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry 
Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book R(19), page 12. 

These are Lots No. 1 and 2 just above Fredericton Junction on the 
southwest branch of the Oromocto River.  

1845 – George Morrow of Burton Parish asked for a licence to cut an unspecified amount 
of timber or lumber from the south half of Block 5 in Range 6 on the 
South Branch of the Oromocto River comprising three square miles. 
PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George 
Morrow SU 1845. 

1845 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut an unspecified 
amount of timber or lumber from Block 4 in Range 6 on the South Branch 
of the Oromocto River comprising six square miles. PANB, RS663A, 
Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1845. 

1845 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish asked for a licence to cut an unspecified 
amount of pine and spruce logs from Block 4 in Range 8 on the South 
Branch Oromocto Lake comprising five and one half square miles. PANB, 
RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 
1845. 

December 11, 1845 – John Wood, a Burton Parish yeoman, sold to George Morrow for 
the sum of £200, the lower half of Lot No. 19 on the south side of the 
Oromocto River in Burton Parish. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book Q(18), page 138. 

This was part of the Wood homestead property in French Lake and was 
sold in order to cover John Wood’s debts. 

1846 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish said that he was the owner of a sawmill with 
one gate on the Geary Stream and that he wanted to have a reserve of 
timber land granted to him for the operation of the mill. The land was to 
begin near the R. Kimball grant and was to comprise 7 square miles. The 
sawmill had been in operation for seven years at that time. There is a note 
on the application that the land was “apparent under 1-year lease to S. 
Smith until the 1st day of May next.” PANB, RS663A, Timber and 
Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1846. 

1846 – George Morrow of Blissville Parish said that during the last season he had held 
three timber cutting licences on land draining into the Musquash Stream in 
Kings County. He now found that continuance of his licences was being 
held in abeyance by an application by the Lancaster Mill Company for a 
mill reserve. There was a new Act for granting mill reserves and Morrow 



complained that he was not aware that the Act would be used to take away 
licences already granted to him. There is a page missing from this timber 
petition file and it is not clear how it turned out. PANB, RS663A, Timber 
and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1846. 

February 25, 1847 – Daniel Wood drew up his will, and George Morrow was to be one of 
the two executors. PANB, RS95, Q(18)-318.   

August 21, 1847 – Daniel Wood died at the age of 83, and his wife Ann died exactly two 
weeks later on September 4th at the age of 78.  I propose that their 
homestead house was built on the site of the later ‘Morrow house’ on Lot 
20 in French Lake; that it burned in 1847; and that that was the immediate 
cause of death of both.  George Morrow rebuilt the house in 1847/48 and 
reused some charred timbers from the earlier house. [Local traditions and 
editorial interpretation.] 

September 11, 1847 – George Morrow said that he was the holder of a mill reserve and 
that he was late in paying his fees. He petitioned to be permitted to make a 
late payment. This reserve was the one near the Geary mill. PANB, 
RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 
1847. 

1848 – There is a story that George Morrow survived when he was on a stage coach 
which fell through the ice near Grand Bay. E-mail of August 23, 2006, 
privacy protected. 

February 10, 1848 – Alexander Carr, yeoman of Burton Parish sold to George Morrow of 
Burton Parish for the sum of £40, 50 acres off the rear or north end of Lot 
No. 7 in Geary. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 
1786 – 1980, Book R(19), page 299. 

1848 – George Morrow petitioned to purchase about 160 acres of land in Geary, 
adjoining Lots No. 20, 21 and 22 adjoining. PANB, RS272, Land 
Petitions, George Morrow SU 1848, Vol. 28, No. 39, microfilm F9048. 

This was the 159 acre Lot No. 52 located as described in the Geary area, 
near French Lake, and adjacent to his own homestead lots. 

November 24, 1848 – George Morrow said that he held a licence to cut timber from the 
Brisly Creek, a branch of the Oromocto River. Upon examining the 
ground, however, he found that clearing the stream of obstructions would 
cost £40. If he was to make this expenditure and was then further required 
to reapply for the timber cutting licence next year, then competitors would 
no doubt step in to challenge his application and to profit from his £40 
investment. He therefore asked that his one-year renewable rights be 
extended to a three-year term. This was not complied with since he was 
the only operator in the area. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill 
Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1848. 



This was on the Brisly Stream, behind Geary. 

January 3, 1849 – Stephen Peabody of Douglas Parish in York County and William C. 
Tredwell, a merchant from Fredericton, sold to George Morrow of Burton 
Parish for the sum of £60, 200 acres of land in Lincoln Parish on the 
Rusagonis Stream. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office 
Records 1786 – 1980, Book Q(18), page 539. 

This is in the Nasonworth area. 

February 27, 1849 – Stephen Peabody of Saint Mary’s Parish sold to merchant George 
Morrow of Burton Parish for the sum of £25, five sixths of a parcel of land 
on the Oromocto River and Sunpoke Lake at Burton Brook. PANB, 
RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book 
R(19), page 4. 

February 27, 1849 – William C. Tredwell, a merchant from Fredericton, sold to merchant 
George Morrow of Burton Parish for the sum of £25, a parcel of land on 
the Oromocto River and Sunpoke Lake at Burton Brook. PANB, RS95B 
Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book R(19), page 
6. 

March 19, 1849 – Stephen Peabody, a farmer from Douglas Parish in York County, sold 
to Burton Parish merchant George Morrow for the sum of £70, two pieces 
of land in Lincoln Parish, one near Bear Creek and the other near Barlow 
Brook. The total area was 240 acres. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book R(19), page 17. 

This was a few miles below French Lake. 

September 14, 1849 – George Morrow of Burton Parish sold to James Forbes of 
Blissville Parish, for the sum of £200, land on the Rusagonis Stream in 
Lincoln Parish. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 
1786 – 1980, Book R(19), page 12. 

This is in the Nasonworth area. 

September 14, 1849 – George Morrow, a merchant from Burton Parish, sold to Jeremiah 
Tracy of Blissville Parish, for the sum of £200, Blissville Parish Lots No. 
8, 9 and 10. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 
1786 – 1980, Book R(19), page 196. 

This was the mill property in the Village of Tracy, which Morrow had 
bought at a Sheriff’s auction. 

September 14, 1849 – George Morrow, a merchant from Burton Parish, sold to William 
Smith for the sum of £90, 100 acres of land on the French Lake Stream in 
Burton Parish, together with a half-interest in the mill, mill and other 



buildings, improvements, etc. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry 
Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book R(19), page 504. 

The French Lake Stream was the Rockwell Stream. This was Morrow’s 
mill property. This was a sign of the poor economy. Smith then sold part 
of the mill to cover his debts. 

January, 1850 – George Morrow of Burton Parish said that he was the only “solvent and 
responsible party” on crown land five-year leases of Lots 478, 479, 547 
and 566 with fees owing of £72.10. He complained that he actually had no 
interest in the lots, and that his name appeared on the leases only because 
he acted as guarantor and agent for others. These other people were now 
so reduced in their circumstances that they were not able to pay their fees 
(with the exception of Jeremiah Tracy Jr. who paid £10.10). If the fees 
were now demanded, then Morrow would be left to pay them alone. 
Furthermore, Morrow received a licence to cut 138,000 spruce logs and 
willingly paid £24.3.0 in fees even though he made no profit on that 
particular business transaction [indicating, it seems, that he had kept up 
with his obligations and had demonstrated good faith while others had 
not]. He therefore asked that any further claims against him be discharged. 
The other people involved in the failed lumbering venture were Joseph 
Estabrooks, Thomas Gillespie and Jeremiah Whitney. It was decided in 
February of 1851 that the petition would be carried over to the next 
session of Council and it is not clear from the file how this turned out. 
PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George 
Morrow SU 1850. 

It is suspected that this was in Queens County, but this is not verified. 

January 4, 1850 – George Morrow of Burton Parish said that he had a timber reserve on 
the Rockwell Stream and that George N. Cogswell, Calvin Cogswell and 
Richard McNeil had trespassed onto it and had taken lumber for ship 
building purposes despite repeated warnings. He therefore asked that the 
Lieutenant Governor and Council bring suit against the trespassers 
through the Attorney General and that Morrow could supply the evidence 
of trespass. Council recommended that the suit be brought. PANB, 
RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 
1850. 

This was his reserve serving the mill on the Rockwell Stream. Morrow 
then closed his sluiceway on the Rockwell Stream to stop illegal 
movements of logs downstream. Uproar ensued and Morrow was forced to 
remove the obstructions.  

April 5, 1850 – George Morrow petitioned to purchase 60 acres of land adjoining Geary 
in the rear of Lots No. 20, 21 and 22 in Block 52I in Burton Parish. 



PANB, RS108, Land Petitions, George Morrow SU 1850, microfilm 
F4240. 

This was behind his homestead property in French Lake, toward Geary. 

1851 – George Morrow petitioned to purchase 35 acres of land from the southwest half of 
Lot No. 8 in Range B in O’Connor’s Survey adjoining the Geary and 
Nevers grants in Burton Parish of Sunbury County. PANB, RS272, Land 
Petitions, George Morrow SU 1851, Vol. 27, No. 229, microfilm F9048. 

This was adjacent and to the north of French Lake Road, and adjacent and 
to the east of New Road; between French Lake and Geary. 

July 14, 1851 – George Morrow of Burton Parish and John Glasier of Lincoln Parish 
applied to purchase four to seven thousand acres of crown land on the 
west branch of the Musquash River in blocks of 1,000 acres each. PANB, 
RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SJ 
1851. 

This was in the westward part of Saint John County or in Kings County, 
possibly in the Lepreau area. Sometimes the county references in the 
petition filing system are only approximate.  

July 30, 1851 – George Morrow of Burton Parish and John Glasier of Lincoln Parish 
elaborated on their application to purchase crown land on the west branch 
of the Musquash River. They noted that the land was unoccupied, 
ungranted and unapplied for. Morrow and Glasier owned a mill on the 
stream and it would take a large investment for them to clear the stream of 
rocks and to build dams. In view of this investment, they asked that the 
timber reserve be granted without public auction. It is not clear from the 
file how this application (number 875) turned out, but there is a notation to 
“See 870”. See several items below. PANB, RS663A, Timber and 
Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SJ 1851. 

This was in the westward part of Saint John County or in Kings County, 
possibly in the Lepreau area.  

August 6, 1851 – Edward Allison, a merchant from Saint John, sold to George Morrow 
for the sum of £90, 200 acre Lot No. 1 in Block J and 300 acre Lot No. 6 
in Block J in the Neripis Road area at the southwest line of the Geary 
Grant. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 
1980, Book R(19), page 431. 

November 4, 1851 – Spafford Jedediah Barker, a merchant from Fredericton, sold to 
George Morrow of Blissville Parish, a farmer, for the sum of £45, 200 
acres of land in Lincoln Parish at Sunpoke Creek. PANB, RS95B Sunbury 
County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book R(19), page 424. 



December 22, 1851 – George Morrow of Burton Parish sold to Samuel Bunker Jr. of 
Lincoln Parish for the sum of £200, the 200 acres of land in Lincoln Parish 
at Sunpoke Creek that he had bought the previous month from Spafford 
Barker. At the same time, George Morrow gave Samuel Bunker Jr. a 
mortgage for £100. The mortgage was in the form of an outright transfer 
of ownership back to Morrow, with the provision that it would become 
void when or if Bunker repaid the £100. In this case, the debt was paid and 
Bunker kept the land. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office 
Records 1786 – 1980, Book R(19), page 427. 

December 22, 1851 – George Morrow of Burton Parish sold to Isaac DeWitt of Lincoln 
Parish for the sum of £70, two pieces of land in Lincoln Parish, one near 
Bear Creek and the other near Barlow Brook. The total area was 240 
acres. This was the land which Morrow had bought from Stephen Peabody 
on March 19, 1849. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office 
Records 1786 – 1980, Book S(20), page 9. 

This was a few miles below French Lake. 

April 5, 1852 – George Morrow stated that he owned 3/4 of the sawmill on the west 
branch of the Musquash Stream and that there was a mill reserve that had 
been obtained by J.M.M.(?) Irish of Saint John. Mr. Rourke(?) of 
Lancaster County owned 1/8 of the mill and Mr. Peavy of Eastport, Maine 
owned the remaining 1/8. Morrow had been paying the fees for the mill 
reserve, and in February of 1851 he bought the rights to the mill reserve 
from Irish. Peavy and Rourke were supposed to pay their share of the 
mileage fees on the reserve, but had refused to do so. He therefore asked 
that the reserve be split and that he be granted exclusive use of a 3/4 part 
of it. The mill reserve comprised 13-1/2 square miles. Council did not 
grant this request since the mill reserve was held in common and could not 
be divided for the benefit of only one of the parties. PANB, RS663A, 
Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow KI 1852. 

This was in the westward part of Saint John County or in Kings County, 
possibly in the Lepreau area. 

April 26, 1852 – Thomas Wood and Benjamin Gray examined the west branch of the 
Musquash Stream and on this date Wood filed an affidavit with his 
opinion that an investment of at least £400 would be required to clear out 
the rocks and other obstructions and to build dams. [Thomas Wood was 
Morrow’s wife’s nephew.] PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill 
Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow KI 1852. 

This was in the westward part of Saint John County or in Kings County, 
possibly in the Lepreau area. 



April 28, 1852 – George Morrow stated that all of the accessible timber had been cleared 
from the reserve on the west branch of the Musquash River and that a 
great investment would be required to clear rocks and obstructions from 
the stream to access the remainder of the timber. He therefore asked that a 
new 12 square mile reserve be established above the Irish reserve and that 
the lessee be required to put up a bond of £400 with the promise to clear 
the stream above and below the Sherwood Lake by October 20, 1852. 
Council agreed to this petition. PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill 
Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow KI 1852. 

This was in the westward part of Saint John County or in Kings County, 
possibly in the Lepreau area. He was still trying to out flank Irish and his 
mill partners. 

October 8, 1852 – George Morrow stated that he had held a lumbering licence during the 
winter of 1851-52 near Belmain’s lot between Clones and the county line. 
He had not been able to get his logs hauled out during that season, nor had 
he been able to sell them during the present year. He therefore asked 
permission to haul off the logs that he had cut. This request was granted. 
PANB, RS663A, Timber and Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George 
Morrow QU 1852. 

This was likely in the south reaches of the south branch Oromocto River 
watershed. 

December 1, 1852 – John Robertson, a Saint John Merchant, sold to Sunbury County 
trader George Morrow for the sum of £1000, a 5.5 acre piece of land in 
Burton Parish on the south side of the Oromocto River and along the great 
road leading from Fredericton to Saint John and adjacent to George 
Morrow’s earlier purchase from John Morrison. The sale provided that 
free access be permitted across the land. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book S(20), page 146. 

This was probably in Geary. It was a very expensive property, wherever it 
was. 

June 3, 1853 – Jeremiah DeWitt of Lincoln Parish sold to George Morrow of Burton 
Parish for the sum of £92, 75 acres of land on Bear Creek in Lincoln 
Parish. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 
1980, Book T(21), page 276. 

Bear Creek is South of French Lake. 

June 3, 1853 – Stephen Peabody of Douglas Parish in York County and William C. 
Peabody of Fredericton sold to George Morrow of Burton Parish for the 
sum of £100, a piece of land in Burton Parish near the mouth of Sunpoke 
Creek and on Sunpoke Lake. The total area was 100 acres, less a 20 acre 



lot which was excluded from the sale. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book S(20), page 100. 

August 11, 1853 – William C. Tredwell, a Fredericton merchant, sold to Lincoln Parish 
merchant George Morrow for the sum of £20, a 100 acre lot of land at the 
mouth of the Sunpoke Creek and along Sunpoke Lake. PANB, RS95B 
Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book S(20), page 
148. 

1853 – Daniel Wood signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 100 acre lot 
northwest of the application of Thomas Woods [sic] and just south of 
Anthony Wood in Victoria Parish of Queens County. PANB, RS272, Land 
Petitions, George Morrow QU 1852, Vol. 28, No. 242, microfilm F9049.  

This was in Queens County, but was possibly just east of Victoria 
Settlement which is in Sunbury County. The lot map has been censored of 
information in Base Gagetown. 

1853 – George Foster signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 100 acre lot 
west of Cork Settlement in Kingsclear Parish of York County. PANB, 
RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow YO 1854, Vol. 32, No. 283, 
microfilm F10840. 

This was in the Harvey area, southwest of Fredericton. 

1853 – George Woods [sic] signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 100 
acre lot on Dead Brook on the east side of Oromocto Lake above T.S. 
Beauchamp. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow YO 1854, 
Vol. 32, No. 283, microfilm F10840. 

Unable to locate precisely, but if it was on the east side of Oromocto Lake 
then it was in either Manners Sutton Parish, or New Maryland Parish. See 
the following item. 

1853 – Timothy Murphy signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 200 acre 
lot west of Roach Settlement in Kingsclear Parish of York County. PANB, 
RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow YO 1853, Vol. 30, No. 178, 
microfilm F9060.  

Roach Settlement straddles Manners Sutton Parish and New Maryland 
Parish, northeast of Oromocto Lake. This was part of Morrow’s Oromocto 
Lake operation, in general. 

1853 – Felix Tobin signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 200 acre lot 
next to the application of Christopher Conelly west of Roach Settlement in 
Kingsclear Parish of York County. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George 
Morrow YO 1853, Vol. 30, No. 178, microfilm F9060. 



Roach Settlement straddles Manners Sutton Parish and New Maryland 
Parish, northeast of Oromocto Lake. This was part of Morrow’s Oromocto 
Lake operation, in general. 

1853 – Peter Maloney signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 200 acre lot 
next to the application of Jeremiah Callahan west of Roach Settlement in 
Kingsclear Parish of York County. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George 
Morrow YO 1853, Vol. 30, No. 178, microfilm F9060. 

Roach Settlement straddles Manners Sutton Parish and New Maryland 
Parish, northeast of Oromocto Lake. This was part of Morrow’s Oromocto 
Lake operation, in general. 

1853 – Jeremiah McAnulty signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 200 
acre lot next to the application of John Flinn west of Roach Settlement in 
Kingsclear Parish of York County. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George 
Morrow YO 1853, Vol. 30, No. 178, microfilm F9060. 

Roach Settlement straddles Manners Sutton Parish and New Maryland 
Parish, northeast of Oromocto Lake. This was part of Morrow’s Oromocto 
Lake operation, in general. 

December 15, 1853 – George Morrow stated that he owned a mill reserve on the Geary 
Stream and that he had not been able to take any timber off of the lot 
except for what had gone to the mill for sawing, in accordance with the 
regulations. There was at present a supply of dead tamarack lying on the 
ground to rot which would be useful for knees and ship building. He 
therefore asked that the lease terms be amended to allow him to remove 
this tamarack. This petition was granted. PANB, RS663A, Timber and 
Sawmill Petitions 1817 – 1896, George Morrow SU 1853. 

See Grady, J. Rex, From Oromocto to North Lake: Rural Decline and 
Migration in Nineteenth Century New Brunswick, MA thesis (History), 
University of New Brunswick, February, 1993: PANB MC80/1729, pages 
67, 68. This includes a commentary on the usefulness of tamarack in this 
period. 

1854 – George Morrow petitioned to purchase 200 acres of land on the south side of the 
northwest branch of the Oromocto River above Little Lake in Kingsclear 
Parish of York County. PANB, RS108, Land Petitions, George Morrow 
YO 1854, microfilm F5930. 

This was above Little Lake and therefore near Oromocto Lake. It could 
likewise be viewed as simply another of his northwest Oromocto River 
operations. 

1854 – Joseph McAskie signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 200 acre 
lot southwest of Queens Lake in Petersville Parish of Queens County. 



PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow QU 1854, Vol. 33, No. 
59, microfilm F10840. 

This was southeast of Blissville in the extreme south of the southeast 
branch of the Oromocto River. 

1854 – John Porter signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 200 acre lot 
southwest of Queens Lake in Petersville Parish of Queens County. PANB, 
RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow QU 1854, Vol. 33, No. 32, 
microfilm F10840. 

This was southeast of Blissville in the extreme south of the southeast 
branch of the Oromocto River. 

1854 – Aaron Hartt signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 200 acre lot 
next to the application of David Hartt in Block 37 east of Oromocto Lake 
in Kingsclear Parish of York County. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, 
George Morrow YO 1854, Vol. 32, No. 111, microfilm F10839.  

Block 37 east of Oromocto Lake, places this most likely in New Maryland 
Parish; probably on Little Lake which empties into the Oromocto. It was, 
in any case, part of his Oromocto Lake operations. 

1854 – George A. Perley signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 200 acre 
lot southeast of Harvey Settlement and northerly of Wilson’s Mill in 
Kingsclear Parish of York County. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George 
Morrow YO 1854, Vol. 32, No. 111, microfilm F10839.  

This was at Harvey due north of Oromocto Lake. There are two 
watersheds, one to Oromocto and the other to the Magaguadavic.   

1854 – Joseph Whitmore Sr. signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for 200 
acre Lots No. 19 and 20 in Roach Settlement in Block 37 in Kingsclear 
Parish of York County. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow 
YO 1854, Vol. 31, No. 128, microfilm F10824.  

Roach Settlement straddles Manners Sutton Parish and New Maryland 
Parish, northeast of Oromocto Lake. This was part of Morrow’s Oromocto 
Lake operation, in general. 

1854 – Patrick McGuire signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 200 acre 
lot next to the application of Thomas Cooney west of Roach Settlement in 
Kingsclear Parish of York County. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George 
Morrow YO 1854, Vol. 31, No. 126, microfilm F10824.  

Roach Settlement straddles Manners Sutton Parish and New Maryland 
Parish, northeast of Oromocto Lake. This was part of Morrow’s Oromocto 
Lake operation, in general. 



1855 – James Owens signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for 120 acre Lot 
No. 145 near Green Point on the northeast side of Big Oromocto Lake. 
PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow YO 1855, Vol. 33, No. 
81, microfilm F10841.  

The description is correct. Big Oromocto Lake was simply Oromocto 
Lake, on the northwest branch of the Oromocto River. 

1855 – John Doherty signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for 100 acre Lot 
No. 133 in Block 37 at Roach Settlement south of Harvey in Roach 
Settlement Parish of York County. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George 
Morrow YO 185, Vol. 33, No. 17, microfilm F10840. 

Roach Settlement straddles Manners Sutton Parish and New Maryland 
Parish, northeast of Oromocto Lake. This was part of Morrow’s Oromocto 
Lake operation, in general. 

1856 – Noah Webb signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for a 100 acre lot on 
the west side of Lot No. 34 on Queens Lake in Charlotte County. PANB, 
RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow CH 1856, Vol. 36, No. 163, 
microfilm F12391. 

This must have been in Petersville Parish of Queens County southeast of 
Blissville in the extreme south of the southeast branch of the Oromocto 
River. 

1856 – George Woods [sic ] signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for an 
unimproved 200 acre lot at the rear of the Geary Survey in Burton Parish, 
which had been surveyed for William Armstrong but granted to George 
Woods [sic]. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow SU 1856, 
Vol. 36, No. 211, microfilm F12391. 

‘The rear of the Geary settlement’ approaches the Victoria Settlement 
area. 

1856 – John Sullivan signed over a deed to George Morrow. This was for an unimproved 
70 acre lot Number 18, Block 37, on Lyon Stream in Manners Sutton 
Parish of York County. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow 
YO 1856, Vol. 37, No. 20, microfilm F12391. 

The Lyon Stream is just inside York County in [now] New Maryland 
Parish north of the northwest Oromocto River. 

1856 – George Morrow bought 50 acres of land on Queens Lake in Petersville Parish of 
Queens County from his son David Morrow. This land was from Evin 
Harris’s old grant. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow QU 
1856, Vol. 36, No. 10, microfilm F12390. 



This was southeast of Blissville in the extreme south of the southeast 
branch of the Oromocto River. 

April 10, 1857 – George Morrow of Burton Parish said that he now owned the 300 acres 
of land that had been granted to Henry Cronkite at the outlet of Shugouise 
[spelling?] Lake. However, the original survey plan was in error (west 
being shown as north) and that the location of the land was therefore 
incorrectly registered. He therefore asked for a new patent with corrected 
survey information. PANB, RS272, Land Petitions, George Morrow YO 
1857, Vol. 38, No. 166, microfilm F12393. 

New patent not located. 

December 1, 1858 – Elizabeth Hazen and James King Hazen, gentleman, and his wife 
Elizabeth Marion all of the village of Oromocto issued a deed in trust on 
July 8 1858 for the benefit of creditors to trustees the Hon. George 
Hayward, Esq. of Lincoln Parish and John A. Beckwith, Esq. of 
Fredericton. The trustees were authorized to sell the land, and they did sell 
it to George Morrow on December 1, 1858.  Completion of the sale also 
involved the settlement of a mortgage held on the land by Nathaniel 
Hubbard of Burton Parish and spinster Sarah Hazen. The purchase price 
was £160 and the land was Lot No. 4 in Beckwith’s Survey on the Saint 
John River at the Post Road from Oromocto village to Fredericton, 
containing 9.5 acres. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office 
Records 1786 – 1980, Book V(23), page 81. 

1859 – Morrow built his first ship, the Lalla Rookh. Grady, J. Rex, From Oromocto to 
North Lake: Rural Decline and Migration in Nineteenth Century New 
Brunswick, MA thesis (History), University of New Brunswick, February, 
1993: PANB MC80/1729, page 87n. 

August 1, 1859 – Patrick Carey, a farmer in Lincoln Parish sold to Burton Parish trader 
George Morrow for the sum of £15, 10 acres of land on the Oromocto 
River along the east side of Sunpoke Creek in Lincoln Parish. PANB, 
RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book 
U(22), page 167. 

August 1, 1859 – George Morrow, plaintiff, was awarded £46.9.2 in his suit in the 
Supreme Court against Charles DeWitt Sr. PANB, RS95B Sunbury 
County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book U(22), page 464. 

November 7, 1859 – Mary Ann Nevers, widow of George P. Nevers of Lincoln Parish, 
sold to George Morrow and William Smith for the sum of £41, 100 acres 
of land on the French Lake Stream and along the Neripis Road near Lot 
No. 1 in Burton Parish, including mills, mill rights, buildings, 
improvements, etc. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office 
Records 1786 – 1980, Book V(23), page 121. 



This was the mill property on the Rockwell Stream, which Smith and 
Morrow now owned jointly. 

December 5, 1859 – George Morrow petitioned to purchase 200 acres of land east of 
Martins Head Road in Saint Martins Parish of Saint John County. PANB, 
RS108, Land Petitions, George Morrow SJ 1859, microfilm F9020. 

This location was far away from his other operations. 

August 2, 1861 – George Morrow, plaintiff, was awarded £115.12.5 in his suit in the 
Supreme Court against John Pollock. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book V(23), page 425 and Book 
W(24), page 338. 

July 19, 1862 – John Boone of Blissville Parish owed George Morrow $464. from an 
initial dept of $928. Therefore, on this date George Morrow secured his 
dept by giving Boone a mortgage for $464. The mortgaged land was Lot 
No. 69 in Block 40 of Blissville Parish containing 100 acres. As usual, the 
mortgage was in the form of an outright transfer of ownership to Morrow 
with the provision that it would become void when or if Boone repaid his 
debt to Morrow. Morrow reserved the right to sell the land, and Boone 
could then place a bid to buy it back. Boone would then again be obliged 
to repay his debt. This mortgage was not paid and the administrators of 
George Morrow’s estate eventually transferred it to Elizabeth Ann Burpe, 
see Z(27) page 58 under date of March 1, 1873 below. PANB, RS95B 
Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book V(23), page 
634. 

November 9, 1865 – Amasa Carr, a Burton Parish farmer, sold to Burton Parish farmer 
George Morrow for the sum of £27, 50 acre Lot No. 7 on the road from 
Victoria Settlement to Connor’s Corner. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book W(24), page 98. 

May 15, 1866 – Alexander H. Carr, a Burton Parish yeoman, sold to George Morrow for 
the sum of $1,200. 150 acres from Lot No. 7 in Burton Parish. PANB, 
RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book 
W(24), page 198. 

November 5, 1866 – Alexander H. Carr, a Burton Parish farmer, sold to Burton Parish 
merchant George Morrow for the sum of £280, 100 acre Lots No. 24 and 
25 in Division 2 near the Neripis Road in Geary. PANB, RS95B Sunbury 
County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book W(24), page 316. 

July 11, 1867 – John Roop, a sail maker from Saint John, sold to Burton Parish trader 
George Morrow for the sum of $300, 200 acre Lots No. 24 and 25 in the 
second Range of Victoria Settlement. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County 
Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book X(25), page 5. 



January 26, 1868 – George Morrow died intestate [having made no will]. Letters of 
administration were later granted to his sons David Morrow and George 
Daniel Morrow. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 
1786 – 1980, Book Z(27), page 58. 

I have searched the index of probate files for every county of New 
Brunswick and have not located one for George Morrow. 

1869 – David Morrow was named a co-administrator of John Wood’s estate.  

April 26, 1870 – David Morrow and George D. Morrow, Administrators of the late 
George Morrow, plaintiff, were awarded $1,090.10 in George Morrow suit 
in the Supreme Court against Samuel Hoyt. PANB, RS95B Sunbury 
County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book Y(26). 

November 15, 1870– Murray Boone, a labourer from Blissville Parish owed the estate of 
George Morrow $445.60. from an initial debt of $891.20. Therefore, on 
this date David Morrow and George D. Morrow, Administrators, secured 
the dept by giving Boone a mortgage for $445.60 plus interest of 6% per 
annum to be paid in instalments each six months until paid off. The 
mortgaged land was part of Lot No. 4 on the Oromocto River in Blissville 
Parish. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 
1980, Book Y(26), page 166. 

This mortgage was later transferred to Elizabeth Ann Burpe: see second 
item below. 

March 31, 1873 – Lumber dealers George D. Morrow and David Morrow, Administrators 
of the estate of George Morrow, sold to Elizabeth Ann Burpe (the wife of 
Charles Burpe of Sheffield Parish) for the sum of $5. plus other 
considerations three pieces of land: part of Lot No. 9 in Blissville Parish 
on the Oromocto River at Brisley Stream (100 acres); Lot No. 10 on the 
south branch of the Rusagonis Stream in Lincoln Parish (300 acres); and 
part of Lot No. 7 in Burton Parish (150 acres). PANB, RS95B Sunbury 
County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book Z(27), page 53. 

Elizabeth Ann Burpe was George Morrow’s daughter, Elizabeth Ann 
Morrow. 

March 31, 1873 – Lumber dealers George D. Morrow and David Morrow, Administrators 
of the estate of George Morrow, sold to Elizabeth Ann Burpee of Sheffield 
Parish for the sum of $5. plus other considerations all interests in the 
mortgage of November 15, 1870 to Murray Boone, a labourer from 
Blissville Parish. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office Records 
1786 – 1980, Book Z(27), page 55. 

March 31, 1873 – Lumber dealers George D. Morrow and David Morrow, Administrators 
of the estate of George Morrow, sold to Elizabeth Ann Burpee, wife of 



Charles Burpee, of Sunbury County for considerations ownership of the 
land that was mortgaged by John Boone on July 19, 1862. PANB, RS95B 
Sunbury County Registry Office Records 1786 – 1980, Book Z(27), page 
58. 

February 25, 1875 – Lumber dealers George D. Morrow and David Morrow, 
Administrators of the estate of George Morrow, borrowed $800. from 
William Jaffrey, a Clerk in Holy Orders in Saint Mary’s Parish of York 
County, and mortgaged to him the 5.5 acres of land on the south side of 
the Oromocto River and on the great road leading from Fredericton to 
Saint John that George Morrow had bought from John Robertson on 
December 1, 1852. PANB, RS95B Sunbury County Registry Office 
Records 1786 – 1980, Book Z(27), page 515. 

 

 

These records and the notes below are intended to make the events of George 
Morrow’s life more readily available to researchers of all kinds. They do not 
include much regarding the social, political or economic context of the times. It is 
therefore recommended that general histories be consulted for this context, and a 
good place to start would be W.S. McNutt’s New Brunswick, A History: 1784 – 
1867, Macmillan of Canada, Toronto. 

 

 

 

Notes Concerning Daniel Wood’s and George Morrow’s Houses: 
 
There was once a house 400 to 500 feet due west of the George Morrow house at French 
Lake.  In other words, it was behind and slightly to the right of the Morrow house when 
viewed from Morrow Road.  This house pre-dates the Morrow house, and the stone 
foundation is all that is left of it today.  It is overgrown with a thicket of apple and cherry 
bushes at the back of an open field.  This house could only have belonged to Daniel 
Wood or to George Morrow.  
 
The well is still there also, to the right between some softwood trees. 
 
The foundation was of dry masonry construction without mortar, and used native field 
stone and boulders.  It is hard to tell now, but some such foundations have sloping faces 
for stability.  The foundation may not have extended far above ground level for the same 
reason. 
 



There was no basement.  Malcolm Smith points out that outside root cellars were 
common in those days. 
 
The foundation is very small, no more than about 20 feet square.  The house itself may 
have been larger, extending beyond the stonework on sills or posts. 
 
There is a stone doorstep on the left side of the foundation (viewed from the road) near 
the riverside corner. 
 
The house and well are at the start of the decline toward the river, and the riverbank is 
covered by large trees. This house may easily have been there before Morrow Road was 
built.  The front of the house would have faced the river and the embankment would have 
been clear then. 
 
Morrow Pond is only slightly to the left of the house site, further down alongside the 
river.  That whole pond and riverside area was flooded out each spring, and would have 
served as meadow only. Today, there is no pond.  The area is permanently flooded by 
"Ducks Unlimited", more to the benefit of the mosquitoes than the ducks – or so one 
local told me. 
 
Behind the house, about half way between the house and the road is an area of very tall, 
dark green hay/grass.  This may have been an old barn site.  Not even the oldest of the 
local people can remember there ever being a barn there. 
 
Eugene Campbell says that foundation and well belonged to George Morrow, and that he 
and his wife Elizabeth lived there in a log cabin prior to 1847 when they built their 
permanent home - the "Morrow house".  On the other hand, Malcolm Smith is very 
definite that this is where the "first Wood" lived.  The following story that Malcolm tells 
about the well was definitely related to Daniel and Ann. 
 
(Paraphrased) "The first Wood did a lot of logging and used to be involved in the log 
drives down the river.  He had a team of horses like they used to have in those days that 
did nothing but haul logs and were very used to that type of work.  'Driving teams' used 
'driving harnesses' which were quite simple, as harnesses go, and did not consist of 
much." 
 
"Anyway, Wood's wife was a 'little strange' and took Daniel's driving harness - cut it up 
into pieces - and threw it down the well. I went down that well to clean it out. The well 
was sixteen feet deep and I used a ladder. I found that harness and brought it back up 
myself. I asked my mother about it, and she told me this story." 
 
"The water level in the well was affected by the tide in the river." 
 
It is possible that both Eugene Campbell and Malcolm Smith are correct. If so, then 
Daniel and Ann lived in the log cabin here, and later so did George and Elizabeth. 
 



The Morrow house and the older foundation observed above are both on lot 20, which 
Daniel bought in 1795. George Morrow married Daniel and Ann's daughter Elizabeth in 
1828, and Daniel sold the lot to him in 1836. Daniel and Ann died in 1847, the same year 
that the George Morrow house was built. Both Daniel and George are said to have 
occupied the log cabin site at one time or another. 
 
Daniel, then, may have lived on the George Morrow site after moving out of the log 
cabin, and before Morrow built his house in 1847.  Malcolm Smith says that the Morrow 
house (now demolished) had charred timbers near its base.  This could indicate that the 
first house on the Morrow site, the Daniel Wood house, burned. 
 
The tradition that Morrow built his house in the exact same year that Daniel and Ann 
died, even though he had owned the property and lived on it for several years, is 
compelling. However, Morrow could not have built his house in 1847 but following the 
Wood deaths, since Daniel died in August and Ann in September. Either Morrow only 
moved into the pre-existing house in 1847, possibly rebuilding it later, or he built it from 
scratch starting no sooner than 1848. 
 
It seems likely that Daniel Wood lived on the George Morrow site before 1847. The log 
cabin was too small to raise a family the size of Daniel's, and there are no other 
abandoned foundations as far as I know. 
 
The Morrow foundation should be examined for any sign of modifications [This 
commentary written around 1990 or before and by now (2011) the old foundation is 
demolished and gone].  If such are found, then the Morrow house was definitely the 
second house there.  The Morrow 'salt-box house' was architecturally complete and was 
never built on to or significantly modified. 
 
I do not know why the water level in the well fluctuated, but doubt if it was due to the 
tide.  The tide is not much here, only sometimes causing the eel grass to point upstream, 
and a direct flow would be required from the river to the well. The well head is also about 
20 feet above the river, while Malcolm said that the well was only 16 feet deep. Gene 
Hanson told me that when George Morrow built his house on the old Wood place, he also 
built a wooden aqueduct to bring water down from a spring further up (from the north).  
Clarence Wood, Wilfred Wood, and Morris McLaughlin also added details to this story. 
 
The aqueduct was made of wooden pipe, with tamarack logs bored out in sections and 
joined together. Wooden pipe made in this way was common. The ends were normally 
tapered in male/female fashion so that they could be assembled. Some people, on the 
other hand, speak of cedar couplers. 
 
The water from the aqueduct was used to cool the 'milk room' and to keep a granite tub in 
the milk room full of water. There were also two large barrels that were kept full of water 
for domestic use.  A sign warned against watering horses from these barrels. 
 



In any case, Morrow neither continued to use the old Daniel Wood well, nor did he dig a 
new one - except possibly for use in the winter.  The water must have been poor, and this 
may have been related to the water level fluctuations that Malcolm attributes to the tide. 
 
There is another place on lot 20 that likely figured in Daniel's or George’s farming 
operation. It is also on the riverside of Morrow Road, about half way between the log 
cabin site and the present day Wood cemetery.  It is called Little Field Barn and all local 
people know it by that name. No one can remember there ever being a barn or a field 
there, but there must have been.  When dad was a boy (born 1905) it was only a clearing 
where he used to play baseball. He remembers nothing of any structure. 
 
 
 
 
Notes Concerning the Question ‘Did Daniel Wood set George Morrow 
up in Business?’: 

George Morrow was born in Ireland in 1801 and came to New Brunswick in 1819. 
Eugene Campbell said that he was the eldest of a family of immigrant, but I find no 
record of his parents or siblings. George married Daniel Wood and Ann Morgan’s 
daughter Elizabeth on September 11, 1828. 

In 1981, Eugene Campbell said that Elizabeth “brought a fair bit of money into the 
Morrow family and more-or-less set George up in business.” An earlier account by John 
C. Tracy said only that Daniel Wood became quite prosperous and that much of his land 
"fell into the hands of" his son-in-law, George Morrow. This second account was written 
in the 1930s and does not imply that Daniel funded George’s business career in the early 
days. 

It seems likely that Daniel would have helped his son-in-law. He had the financial means 
to do so, and also had a keen understanding of the lumber business to share. Daniel 
contributed to his son John’s business activities; so why would he not have done the same 
for his son-in-law? On the other hand, George Morrow’s first business record was of his 
making a £300 loan, which went bad, to John R. Partelow. This was a couple of months 
before he married Elizabeth. There could have been earlier loans which did not end up in 
court and, to me, it appears that George’s involvement in business predates his family 
relationship with the Woods. I therefore accept the tradition that Daniel aided George in 
some of his business ventures; perhaps with an 1830s land purchase or with establishing 
his store and lending operation. It is also clear that George acquired a large block of 
Wood land in French Lake. I do not accept that Daniel set George up in business, 
however. Daniel may have been helpful to George, but George certainly knew what he 
wanted out of life, and how to get it.  


	Daniel Wood was John Wood’s father and George Morrow’s father-in-law. This suit was connivance between Morrow and the Wood family and had two objectives. The first objective was to get Nevers, and the second objective was to raid John Wood’s cash funds and to make him appear poor-on-paper as he faced numerous other less friendly creditors. John Wood, Daniel Wood, Generations, the journal of the New Brunswick Genealogical Society, Vol. 26, No. 2, Summer, 2004.

