
John Wood of French Lake, New Brunswick 
CHRONOLOGY NOTES 

 
By his second great grandson, JohnWood1946@hotmail.com 

 
 
December 25, 1788 
 

John was born in the Rusagonis / Beaver Dam area.  He was the son of Daniel and 
Ann (Morgan) Wood. 

 
March 11, 1792 
 

Information from Alan Boone: Daniel (adult), John and Nehemiah Wood were 
baptized at the Maugerville Church of England. 
 

1795 
 

The family moved to lot 20 in French Lake, where they lived first in a log cabin.  
See H(10)-137 in the Daniel Wood notes under date of May 14, 1795. 
 

May 20, 1809 
 
PANB.  Reference seen: John petitioned with Israel Tracy and his father Daniel 
Wood, "presently settled on French Lake".  Daniel said that he had 9 children and 
Tracy had 3.  John was still single (in his 20th year).  None but Tracy had ever 
received any government land, and Tracy's was indirect by purchase of his father's 
rights. 
 
They asked for 300 acres for Tracy, 500 acres for Daniel, and 200 acres for John 
on the north side of the southwest branch of the Rusagonis River above Peter 
Day's lot. 
 
JPs John Hazen and Samuel Peabody recommended the petitioners. 
 
The request was approved in Council on August 18, 1809, but may not have been 
granted until March 3, 1813 (Lands Branch grant F-650). 
 
On the north side of the South Rusagonis River just inside York County and west 
of Beaver Dam are four lots that were owned as follows - from east to west: 

 
Lot 8 Peter Day 200 acres 
 
Lot 9 Israel Tracy 300 acres 
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Lot 10 Daniel Wood 300 acres 
 
Lot 11 John Wood 265 acres 

 
This is the land that they sought in the petition.  There are also lots nearby that 
belonged to John Morgan, Sr. and John Morgan, Jr. 
 
This was John's first piece of land. 
 
I have no information as to how he disposed of this property.  His father, Daniel, 
sold his lot on December 21, 1819. 
 
Refer to notes regarding Tracy and Wood, attached. 

 
1811 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: The property rate for John's 
land in Burton Parish was set at one shilling.  See the entry dated March 12, 1814 
as to what land this might have been. 

 
1811 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference seen: John served 3 days of Statute Labour. 
 
1811 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: There is a militia certificate for John 
Wood dated 1811, and probably filed under 1812 in RS157. 

 
January, 1811 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John submitted a petition with a 
number of other people to the Court of General Session, seeking to require all mill 
owners on the north branch of the Oromocto River to maintain sluices to allow 
fish to spawn.  Refer also to June 10, 1833. 

 
1812 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John served 3 days of Statute 
Labour. 



 
March 12, 1814 
 

William Darrell Moore, "Sunbury County, 1760- 1830", M.A. Thesis, U.N.B., 
1977.  Reference seen: John was taxed one shilling, six pence for his property on 
the southwest Oromocto River in the upper district of Burton Parish.  John had 
two oxen and one cow only. 
 
John was living in French Lake and not on lot 11 on the South branch of the 
Rusagonis River.  He appears on the tax roll directly below his father Daniel. 
 
Likely John was living on his father's land and only using the Rusagonis lot for 
logging.  He was probably already living on lot 19. Would such a 'tenant' have 
been liable for tax?  It is noted that the tax did not include any amount for land. 
 
See "Homestead" notes attached. 
 
Refer also to entry dated 1811. 

 
November 3, 1814 

 
Elizabeth S. Sewell, "Sunbury County New Brunswick Marriages, 1766-1888", 
number C0044: John married #1 Dorothy Stennick (Stannix or Stanwick) of 
Burton Parish by consent of her father, Conrad.  Two records of licence are dated 
October 15 and November 3, 1814.  The ceremony was performed by JP John 
Hazen.  Witnesses were John Sinckler (sic) and John DeWitt. 

 
January, 1815 
 

PANB, RS42, Samuel Nevers vs. John Wood, 1815.  Reference seen: Samuel 
Nevers and his son Samuel Jr.  sued John Wood.  There is only one small piece of 
paper remaining in the Supreme Court case file, and it gives no details. 
 
The Nevers and Wood families would conduct business together in the future.  
George P. Nevers would also be involved in other suits with the Woods.  On this 
basis, this John Wood was the one from French Lake.  Refer to notes regarding 
Nevers and Wood, attached. 
 
This is the earliest John Wood suit on record, when he was 27 years old. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
1815 
 

John and Dorothy's daughter Amelia was born. 
 



1816 
 

PANB, RS42, Attorney General vs. Josiah Gilbert Seely, et al, 1816. Reference 
seen, but not copied: This Supreme Court case file is cross referenced under John 
Wood's name in the PANB index.  However, I can find no reference to John 
Wood in the file. 
 
Furthermore, the case involved business in Charlotte County. 
 
Josiah Gilbert Seely (1778-1858) was a son of Ebenezer Seely and Bertie Gilbert.  
Josiah lived and died in Saint John. 
 
I cannot be certain, but I do not think that our John Wood was involved with this 
case. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
1816  
 

PANB, RS42, John Waterbury vs. John Wood, 1816.  Reference seen, but not 
copied: There is only one small bit of paper remaining in this Supreme Court case 
file, which involves a debt incurred in Saint John.  I find nothing in Elizabeth 
Sewell's marriage records, or in Hayward's 1851 census that would link 
Waterbury firmly with Sunbury County.  B.J. Grant's Index to the Royal Gazette 
has several listings for Waterburys, but in Saint John.  Finally, the 'John Wood' 
signature is different from that of John of French Lake.  This was therefore 
another John Wood. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 
 
See commentary regarding signatures, attached. 

 
1818 
 

PANB, RS42, Maurice Heafy vs. John Wood, 1818.  Reference seen, but not 
copied: This Supreme Court case was for a debt incurred in Saint John, and there 
is insufficient evidence to show that it was for John Wood of French Lake.  Likely 
it was not.  I also find nothing in Elizabeth Sewell's marriage records, or in 
Hayward's 1851 census that would link Heafy firmly with Sunbury County.  
There are no Heafy entries in B.J. Grant's Index to the Royal Gazette, up to 1809. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
July 13, 1818 
 

Reference seen: John petitioned for land, saying that he was married and had a 



family.  He had been a resident of (the) Oromocto (River) all his life.  This was 
not strictly correct, but indicates that the family moved from the Rusagonis 
Stream to French Lake when John was quite young (aged 6). 
 
He said that he had applied for land earlier next to John Grass, but that this land 
was "entirely barren and unfit for the purpose of cultivation".  He had apparently 
never taken possession of this lot. This was not the land that he got from the May 
20, 1809 petition, but was just inside the southwest corner of Lincoln Parish in an 
area that was finally never granted to anyone.  This would support the idea that it 
was no good for farming, though there may be more to the story than meets the 
eye.  W.D. Moore notes (p 86) that it was common practice to petition for a lot, to 
strip it of pine, and to then relinquish it as unfit for farming. 
 
He wanted to exchange his land for a new 300 acre lot further up on the south side 
of the Rusagonis Stream, behind lots 8 and 9 granted to Jacob Howe and 
Nathaniel Braggon.  This land was "vacant wilderness land" in New Maryland 
Parish of York County.  It was on the south branch Rusagonis just across from the 
lot that he obtained from his petition of May 20, 1809 - but set back with no 
frontage. 
 
The Committee recommended a grant on July 13, 1818, though the Lands Branch 
index and map do not record the grant.  This is a mystery. Perhaps he never took 
possession of this replacement lot either, or it was seized by the Crown for some 
non-fulfillment of terms.  This lot may even have been stripped of pine and 
abandoned.  It is not clear when or how he disposed of this property, if he ever 
held it in the first place. 

 
January/March, 1819 
 

PANB, RS42, John Wood vs. William Anderson, 1819.  Reference seen: John 
Wood sued William Anderson for several sums to a total of 300 pounds, plus 
damages.  The debt covered "meat, drink, washing and lodging", goods and 
merchandise, loans, etc.  John was represented by his Attorney Edward J. Jarvis. 
 
The debt was accounted for and the case was heard, in Fredericton.  However, it 
seems that most promissory notes for Sunbury and York were written in 
Fredericton, where lawyers could be found.  This is therefore little indication of 
where this John Wood lived, or where the debt was incurred. 
 
Bail was posted for Anderson by Robert Roy, sail maker, and Robert Welch, 
baker, both of Saint John.  This makes it seem that this was a Saint John case 
heard in Fredericton. 
 
I also find nothing in Elizabeth Sewell's marriage records, or in Hayward's 1851 
census that would link any of the people named firmly with Sunbury County, 
except possibly for William Anderson.  There was a William Anderson, resident 



of Burton, married in 1826.  There was also a William Anderson in York County 
(Ships Agent, 1794; Sherriff, 1799; and a property sale in 1803), according to B.J. 
Grant's Index to the Royal Gazette. 
 
All and all, there is a good possibility that this was another John Wood, maybe the 
one from Kings County, a descendant of Loyalist John of the K.A.R., or the 
Fredericton tobacconist named John Wood/Woods. 
 
The 'meat, drink, etc.' part of this suit was very large.  The costs seem out of line 
with the cost of living in those days.  These costs likely covered catering services 
provided by Wood for a crew of men under Anderson's leadership.  It was perhaps 
a logging camp.  In any case, it seems to be more than simple 'room and board'. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
1819 
 

PANB, RS42, John Wood et al vs. William Gilbert, 1819.  Reference seen, but 
not copied: This Supreme Court case was for a debt incurred in Saint John, and 
there is insufficient evidence to show that it was for John Wood of French Lake.  
Most likely it was not.  I find nothing in the marriage records, or in the 1851 
census that would link Gilbert firmly with Sunbury County.  B.J. Grant's Index to 
the Royal Gazette does not list a William Gilbert, though there were other 
Gilberts, mostly in Saint John. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
1819 
 

John and Dorothy's daughter Elizabeth (Eliza) was born. 
 
September 25, 1819 
 

PANB, RS663A, 1819.  Reference seen: John applied to remove 200 tons of 
white pine from the south side of the south branch Rusagonis Stream.  The land 
was described as starting at the lower line of the Reserve, and extending northeast 
to Peabody's grant, thence three miles southward.  It looks as though this land 
straddled the York/Sunbury County line. 
 
John signed with an 'X'. 
 
The request was approved on September 27, 1819. 

 
1820 
 

PANB, MC223, M3/1-3.  Reference from Rex Grady: John was a vestryman at 



Saint John's Church of England in Burton. 
 
May 1, 1820 
 

PANB, RS95, I&J(11)-341.  Reference seen: Phillip and Deborah Williams (not 
William and Deborah Phipps as stated in the Index) sold to John Wood and John 
Mersereau for 320 pounds, lot 48 in the first division of Oromocto Island and the 
lower 1/2 of lot 49 (7-1/2 acres for # 48 and --?-- acres for 1/2 of #49). 
 
See notes under M(14)-191. 

 
1821 
 

PANB, RS663A, 1821.  Reference seen: John applied to remove 200 tons, plus 
100 logs, of pine from Crown lands on the northwest Oromocto River beginning 
just above John Nason's grant and extending to the "upper line of the granted 
land", and back one mile.  It is not clear exactly where this was, but it may have 
been near the Tracy mill.  See notes regarding Tracy, attached. 
 
There is no indication whether the request was granted. 
 
John signed with an 'X'. 

 
ca 1821-23 

 
John and Dorothy's son Thomas was born. 

 
ca 1822 
 

1871 Census and PANB Wood Family History Collection, and Rex Grady: John 
and Dorothy's son Daniel was born. 
 
There were two Woods of this generation named Daniel and their Sunbury 
County records were, it seemed, hopelessly intertwined. Unraveling the mystery 
was made no easier by the family tradition that John did not have a son named 
Daniel.  Fortunately the whole matter has been resolved by Rex Grady. 
 
There is no doubt that John and Dorothy had a son named Daniel.  This is proven 
by information in John's probate file itemized below.  This Daniel was born in 
about 1822 and lived in Saint John for several years before moving to Lincoln 
parish in around 1852.  He married Elizabeth Christie (b ca 1824) of Westfield in 
Saint John in the late 1840s and died in the 1890s.  He was the father and 
grandfather of County Councilors Charles and Randolph Wood.  He appears in 
the 1871 Lincoln Parish Census. 
 
This Daniel must not be confused with the other Daniel, who was Daniel James 



Wood, born in 1818 on the Washedemoack in Queens County. He was a son of 
Moses Wood and Elizabeth Perry, and a grandson of Loyalist James Wood.  
Daniel James Wood married (Elmira) Mary Jane McMinn on November 7, 1840 
in Carleton County.  Rex Grady has proven this information using baptismal 
records. 

 
March 27, 1822 
 

PANB, RS663A, 1822.  Reference seen: John Wood of Burton Parish filed a 
petition in Fredericton saying that he had trespassed on Crown lands at the small 
Reserve on the Oromocto and had cut about 50 tons of pine without authority. 
The pine had been seized for the Crown by Mr. McLaughlan.  John offered to pay 
whatever amount was required in order to gain the release of the timber. 
 
There is no indication if the request was granted. 
 
John signed with an 'X'. 

 
January 14, 1823 
 

PANB, RS42, Jonathan Harding et al vs. Stephen White, 1823.  Reference seen: 
Chief Justice John Saunders examined Stephen White on this date.  White had 
been convicted in five separate suits (one launched by John Wood), and was in 
jail in Fredericton.  He could not pay his debts, nor could he support himself in 
jail(!).  Saunders ordered that the various plaintiffs, or one of them, pay a weekly 
allowance to White for his support in jail. 
 
The plaintiffs in the five suits were 1) Jonathan Harding, 2) Henry Long, 3) James 
H. Fowler and Isaac Ketchum, 4) John Kinnea (sic) and George Pidgeon, and 5) 
John Wood. 
 
There is little to indicate that this John Wood was the one from French Lake, but 
there is also little to indicate otherwise.  The first four suits could be examined for 
clues, and these plaintiffs could be further identified.  There is no case file in 
RS42 for the fifth suit, the one involving John Wood. 
 
Elizabeth Sewell lists a Jonathan Harding, married in Sunbury County in 1796.  
This may be the same Jonathan Harding that B.J. Grant lists in his Index to the 
Royal Gazette as an estate administrator in Maugerville in 1808.  There was 
another Jonathan G. Harding, born around 1803 and living in Fredericton during 
the 1851 census.  There was a George Pigeon living in Dumfries Parish of York 
County, also during the census.  He was born around 1801.  Aside from this, I can 
find nothing to link the principals in these suits with Sunbury or York except to 
note the reference to the Fredericton jail. 
 
John Kinnear was a Saint John merchant (Rex Grady).  This may be significant in 



finding out if this was our John Wood, the one from French Lake. 
 
Tentatively, this was not our John Wood. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
February/March, 1823 
 

PANB, RS42, Lawrence Bradshaw Rainsford vs. Allen Bastin and John Wood, 
1823.  Reference seen: There are only two small pieces of paper remaining in this 
Supreme Court case file. 
 
The case involved an "Alias Bill", and there was a "warrant to prove".  From this, 
I gather that there was a plaintiff's statement of claim perhaps involving a 
promissory note.  However, none of this paperwork is attached to what is left of 
the case file. 
 
I find nothing in Elizabeth Sewell's marriage records, or in B.J. Grant's Index to 
the Royal Gazette, or in Hayward's 1851 census that would link Bastin or 
Rainsford firmly with Sunbury County.  I cannot say that this John Wood was the 
one from French Lake.  See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
June 12, 1823 
 

PANB, RS95, K(12)-540.  Reference seen: John bought from Nathaniel and Mary 
Howe for 15 pounds, a narrow strip of land from lot 18.  The strip was only 3 rods 
(49.5 feet) wide. 
 
The exact location of this land is not clear.  The registry book says that it began 
on the high land (no river frontage) from the upper (south) side of lot 18.  
However, Daniel Wood owned this upper side of lot 18, and John's purchase must 
have been from another part of the lot. 
 
The lot ran back to meet Jeremiah Tracy's land which was a half mile back from 
the river, according to K(12)-59, below.  There is no indication of the acreage; but 
if the lot was 3 rods by 1/2 mile, then it would contain 3 acres. 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 

 
July 15, 1824 
 

PANB, RS95, K(12)-59.  Reference seen: John bought part of lot 18 in Burton 
Parish from Nathaniel and Mary Howe for 20 pounds (50 acres), thus adding to 
his purchase of June 12, 1823. 
 
Clapman Smith's description of this lot is confused and misleading. Only slightly 



paraphrased, it refers to 'part of lot 18, formerly ranted to Israel Kinney and by 
him deeded to Nathaniel Howe; bounded on the Oromocto Stream, and I the said 
John Wood (sic) is to begin toward the rear, adjoining Jeremiah Tracy, and to 
extend northwest 1/2 mile toward the river adjoining Thomas Stennick on the 
lower side and a (blank) extending back joining Stennick to the rear of said lot of 
said lot (sic) ...'. 
 
It seems to have been a full depth strip taken from the lower (north) side of lot 18.  
Since it contained 50 acres and was a half mile long, it must have been 50 rods 
wide. 
 
The two purchases of 1823 and 1824 would have totaled 53 acres, being 53 rods 
(874.5 feet) wide, and 1/2 mile long; south of, but not adjacent to, the present 
alignment of French Lake Road; from the River back to New Road. 
 
This was part of the homestead that Hannah disposed of after John's death. 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 

 
ca 1825 
 

John and Dorothy's daughter Ann was born.  Ann married Fred Phillips before 
1851, moved to Fredericton, and died after 1862 and prior to 1876.  Her birth year 
is calculated from her school record: see entry under date of 'early 1841'. 
 
Some Wood genealogies do not list Ann, though she was definitely one of John's 
daughters.  This is confirmed by the probate information under date of June 15, 
1876. 

 
July 29, 1826 
 

PANB, RS42, John Hazen vs. John Wood, 1826.  Reference seen: This Supreme 
Court case file contains one small piece of paper only.  The rest of the record has 
been lost. 
 
On this date, the Sunbury County Sheriff was ordered to see that John Wood 
appeared in Court on the second Tuesday in October, 1826 to answer a complaint 
by John Hazen that he had unlawfully taken 400 tons of timber belonging to 
Hazen. 
 
The references to Hazen and to Sunbury County hint that the timber was taken 
from the large Hazen land holdings on the Oromocto River. I therefore believe 
that this was our John Wood, the one from French 
Lake. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 



 
1827 
 

PANB, RS42, David Sterit vs. John Wood, 1827.  Reference seen, but not copied: 
There is insufficient evidence in the Supreme Court case file to say that this suit 
involved our John Wood.  The debts were accounted for in Fredericton, but this 
was not unusual for Sunbury people.  I find nothing in Elizabeth Sewell's 
marriage records, or in Hayward's 1851 census or in B.J. Grant's Index to the 
Royal Gazette that would link David Sterit firmly with Sunbury County. 
 
On the other hand, I know of only one other John Wood (Woods) that this could 
have been, and that is the Fredericton tobacconist.  I just cannot be certain. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
June 16, 1828 

 
PANB, RS95, K(12)-505.  Reference seen: John Wood, yeoman of Burton Parish, 
and his wife Dorothy sold for 50 pounds to John Mersereau of Lincoln Parish, 
land on the first division of Oromocto Island, being the lower half of lots 48 and 
49 adjoining James Hazen (5-1/2 acres or 7-1/2 acres). 
 
Witnesses were John Hazen and Solomon Tucker. 
 
Both John and Dorothy signed using an 'X'. 
 
The index lists this transaction under both K(12)-503 and -505. K(12)-505 is 
correct. 
 
Refer to notes under M(14)-191. 

 
June 16, 1828 (also) 
 

PANB, RS95, K(12)-506.  Reference seen: John Mersereau of Lincoln Parish and 
his wife Margaret sold for 50 pounds to John Wood land on Oromocto Island, 
being the upper half of lots 48 and 49 adjoining George (Cobel?)  ( 5-1/2 acres or 
7-1/2 acres). 
 
In one spot the transaction refers to the lower half of lot 49. However, this is 
inconsistent with other references and should likely have read 'upper half'. 
 
See notes under M(14)-191. 

 
August 6, 1828 
 

PANB, RS95, K(12)-542.  Reference seen: John Wood of Burton Parish bought 



for 166 pounds from James and Comfort Mills of Burton Parish, land on the 
Oromocto River between lands owned by John Wood on the upper side, and 
Thomas Stennick on the lower side (--?-- acres).  This would have been part of the 
homestead property that Hannah 
disposed of after John's death. 
 
I do not know the exact location of this land.  It must have been just north of his 
other holdings, along the present day French Lake Road.  The land ran back from 
the river until it met John Wood's other land.  This is not understood, and implies 
that John owned land at the back of lot "D", without river frontage. 
 
Another mystery is that the land that he bought on July 15, 1824 adjoined Thomas 
Stennick to the north.  Now, in 1828, he is buying more land, from James and 
Comfort Mills, but still adjoining Thomas Stennick to the north. 
 
French Lake Road was not always on its present alignment.  It used to extent from 
Geary to about New Road, as it does now, and then on an alignment slightly north 
of its present location to come out somewhere on the Stennick property.  John's 
purchase of August 6, 1828 was therefore not necessarily on the other side of the 
road. 
 
I do not know when French Lake Road was built on the old alignment, but it must 
have been very early in the 1800's.  Geary was settled between the 1790's and 
around 1812 (W.D. Moore, pp 54, 65). 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 

 
August 7, 1828 
 

PANB, RS95, K(12)-545.  Reference seen: John bought from his father, Daniel 
Wood, for 50 pounds, 7 rods, 7 feet and 7 inches off the upper side of lot 18, and 
1/2 of lot 19 in Burton Parish on the southeast side of the Oromocto River (--?-- 
acres).  This was from the lower edge of Daniel's land, on the hill at the Wood 
cemetery.  John's father, Daniel, was living above him - to the south. 
 
John sold the lot 19 land to George Morrow in 1845 (Q(18)-138), after using it to 
cover a debt in 1834 (M(14)-579).  The lot 18 land was part of the homestead that 
Hannah disposed of after John's death. 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 

 
1828-29 
 

John and Dorothy's daughter Margaret was born. 
 
January, 1829 



 
PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: John Wood was granted a licence to 
keep a tavern in his house. 

 
1830 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference seen: John was a Burton Parish 'Fence Viewer 
and Pound Keeper'. 

 
January, 1830 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1/2/3, 1830-1837 (Sunbury County Rough Minutes). Reference 
from Rex Grady: John paid a liquor licence fee of 1 pound 5 shillings. 
 

January 19, 1830 
 
PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John Wood, Shadrach Holley, 
Richard Kimball, Theodorus (T.V.W.?)  Clowes, George P. Nevers, John S. 
Brown, John Brown Jr., and Solomon Perley submitted their report of rules, 
regulations and rental rates in connection with the use of Oromocto Island for 
public grazing purposes.  This annual report was required because the use of 
Oromocto Island was regulated by a corporation of proprietors. 
 
"We the undersigned proprietors of Oromocto Island wish the law to stand as it 
was last year with the exception of the day of turning on the aforesaid island 
which we wish may be altered from the 15th to the 10th of October". 

 
February, 1830 
 

PANB, RS42, John Bradley vs. John Wood, 1830.  Reference seen: John Wood of 
Sunbury County appeared in the Supreme Court of New Brunswick to answer a 
complaint by John Bradley, labourer. 
 
The Sunbury County reference shows that this was John Wood of French Lake, 
though I cannot find anything in Elizabeth Sewell's marriage records or 
Hayward's 1851 census or in B.J. Grant's Index to the Royal Gazette, that would 
link Bradley firmly with Sunbury County.  Perhaps he was only traveling through 
Sunbury, looking for work. 
 
Bradley was owed 15 pounds for his labour.  This debt had been due since 
January 2, 1829.  John Wood also owed Bradley several debts of 50 pounds each, 
amounting to 400 pounds in total.  These debts were from an accounting of 
January 1, 1830, but were incurred earlier. There were no promissory notes 
attached to the court file, and Wood plead innocent.  I do not know what the 
judgment was. 
 



See commentary regarding suits, attached. 
 
February 14, 1830 
 

John and Dorothy's daughter Dorothy (Dorah) was born.  Dorothy's middle name 
may have been Stennix, after her mother. 

 
June, 1830 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: John petitioned for a renewal of his 
licence to keep a tavern in his house. 
 

ca 1830 (-31?) 
 

John's first wife Dorothy (Stannix) died.  The list of Dorothy's children, above, 
may not be complete.  However, these would likely be all of the children who 
lived until the time of John's death in 1868.  See notes under date of ca 1831. 

 
January 1, 1831 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1/2/3, 1830-1837 (Sunbury County Rough Minutes).  
Reference from Rex Grady: John paid a liquor licence fee of 1 pound 5 shillings.  
John Baily and James Perley stood as sureties. 

 
ca 1831 

 
There was a John Wood, born 1831, in the 1851 Lincoln Parish census. He was 
working as a servant for John Carr.  Rex Grady suggests that he was the son of the 
elder John Wood, and this is the only reasonable explanation unless he came in 
from elsewhere.  See notes under June 15, 1876, and note that Hannah did not list 
John Jr.  as one of the older of John's sons. 
 
Wife Dorothy was supposed to have died around 1830, and John did not remarry 
until 1832.  Was the younger John Dorothy's last child?  Why did Hannah not list 
him? 

 
August 22, 1831 
 

N.B. Land Grants, Volume 12, grant 2742.  Reference seen: John received a grant 
of lot 2 in Lincoln Parish on the west side of the Oromocto River (100 acres).  
This lot is at 'Wood Meadow' near the small pond on Little Sunpoke Creek, 
opposite Morrow Pond. 
 
The lot was 15 chains wide and varied in depth.  About 10% of the lot was 
designated for 'roads and waste', being low and sunken land.  There was to be an 
annual quit rent of two shillings.  There were also the usual obligations to make 



improvements. 
 
The location of the lot has been confirmed from the cadastral map, as above.  
Curiously though, the grant and the annexed map locate the lot further south near 
Jake's Pond - and this may be correct.  Hannah eventually disposed of this lot, 
after John's death. 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 

 
December 28, 1831 
 

PANB, RS95, M(14)-183.  Reference seen: John bought part of lot D in Burton 
Parish from Thomas and Hannah Stennick (Stanix) for 180 pounds (160 acres). 



 
The lot was described as being from the lower part of the Nathaniel Howe Sr. 
grant adjoining, on the lower line, the grant of John Foss.  The lot extended from 
there 40 rods (660 feet) upstream, and back as far as the Howe grant.  This looks 
to be from the present day Stennick land. 
 
Witnesses were Thomas O. Miles and George Morrow. 
 
This is the land that he mortgaged to Thomas O. Miles in 1851 (R(19)-308), and 
then sold to Thomas Wood in 1853 (S(20)-150). 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 

 
1832 

 
PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John served 6 days of Statute 
Labour. 

 
1832 
 

PANB, RS157, A/2, 1832.  Reference from Rex Grady: John Wood, Daniel 
Wood, John Foss, Thomas Stennick, Thomas Gilles Jr., John Mersereau and John 
DeWitt submitted the following petition to the Court of General Session: 
 
"We freeholders, resident on the west side (sic) of the Oromocto, beg leave to 
present ... that we have for a series of years suffered very great damages from the 
vast number of cattle that are annually taken into the meadows from different 
parts of the county, and beg leave to request that you will be pleased to grant us 
provision to erect a gate across the public road passing through our settlement to 
New Gary and on the line between Thomas Stennick and John Foss.  Should you 
have the goodness to comply with our request (which we trust you will) said gate 
will be a perfect protection to our properties, we promise to keep it in good order 
that it may be as little inconvenience to the public as circumstances will permit." 

 
1832 
 

PANB, RS42, Robert Jardine vs. John Wood, 1832.  Reference seen, but not 
copied: This Supreme Court suit was to recover a debt incurred in Richibucto, 
Kent County.  Also, I find nothing in Elizabeth Sewell's marriage records or in 
Hayward's 1851 census or in B.J .Grant's Index to the Royal Gazette that would 
link Jardine with Sunbury County.  This was apparently another John Wood. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
1832 
 



PANB, RS42, John Wood vs. John Vance, 1832.  Reference seen, but not copied: 
This Supreme Court case file contains only one small piece of paper.  There is 
insufficient information to say which John Wood this was.  I find nothing in the 
marriage records or in the 1851 census that would link John Vance with Sunbury 
County.  There was a Vance family in Maugerville (B.J. Grant's Index to the 
Royal Gazette), but no record of a John Vance has been found. 
 
I assume that this was not the John Wood from French Lake. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
January 18, 1832 
 

PANB, RS95, M(14)-191.  Reference seen: John Wood of Burton Parish sold for 
180 pounds to T.V.W. Clowes of Maugerville, 1/2 of lots 48 and 49 on Oromocto 
Island (5-1/2 acres or 7-1/2 acres).  This land had originally been bought by John 
Wood and John Mersereau from Phillip and Deborah Williams and adjoined on 
the northwest side the other land of T.V.W. Clowes, and on the southeast side the 
land of John Mersereau. 
 
Witnesses were Thomas O. Miles and William Kimball. 
 
The Oromocto Island exchanges may be summarized as follows: 

 
• May 1, 1820: Wood and Mersereau bought lots 48 and one half of 49 

jointly.  To make sense of later transactions, Wood or Mersereau must 
already have owned the other 1/2 of lot 49. 

 
• June 16, 1828: Wood and Mersereau split their holdings.  Wood took the 

upper 1/2 of each lot, and Mersereau took the lower halves. 
 
• January 18, 1832: Wood sold his lots to T.V.W. Clowes of Maugerville. 
 
• December 3, 1869: Mersereau sold his lots to Jacob V. Mersereau. (This 

transaction is not detailed in these notes.  Refer to Y(26)-188, not -186 as 
cited in the index.) 

 
It is possible that this Island property was useful for the logging business, though 
how is not known.  Alternately, John may have been involved in business with 
George Morrow who owned a ship (the "Lizzie Morrow") engaged in West Indian 
trade (Harold Kimball, "History of Oromocto", p 12, as cited by Rex Grady in "... 
Settlement of Victoria", p 15n).  It is even possible that John was involved on 
Oromocto Island with ship building.  W.D. Moore notes (p 87) that it is difficult 
to trace early ship building activity. 
 
On the other hand, Wood logging activity was supposed to be much greater than 



could be explained by a single shipbuilding operation.  The record confirms this, 
indicating that the timber was also for the general export market.  I do not know 
what, if any, involvement there was in shipbuilding. 
 
Possibly, the Oromocto Island property served only as an investment. It may also 
have generated income from public grazing (refer to entry under date of January 
19, 1830). 

 
April 7, 1832 
 

PANB, RS95, M(14)-242.  Reference seen: Thomas Stennick owed John Wood 
600 pounds, and on this date he repaid 300 pounds.  I don't know how the debt 
originated.  To better ensure the payment of the remaining 300 pounds, John took 
possession of the lot on which Thomas was living.  The lot was from the upstream 
part of a tract originally granted to Nathaniel Howe and extended 60 rods (990 
feet) along the Oromocto and back 150 chains (9,900 feet) to meet the George 
Hayward property. 
 
This transfer was in the form of a deed of mortgage.  If Stennick paid the 300 
pounds with interest before April 7, 1837 (ref. R(19)-103 for the term of the deed 
of mortgage) then he (Stennick) would get back ownership of the lot. 
 
This deed of mortgage was sold on May 20, 1844, see R(19)-103. 

 
May 26, 1832 
 

Elizabeth S. Sewell, "Sunbury County New Brunswick Marriages, 1766-1888", 
Number C0496: John married #2 Gertrude (Mersereau) Mealey, widow of James 
Mealey and daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth (Bartlett) Mersereau. 
 
His first marriage was by a JP, a civil ceremony.  This marriage was by Raper 
Milner of the Church of England.  Witnesses were Gain Taylor and Martha 
Taylor. 

 
1833 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John served 6 days of Statute 
Labour. 

 
1833 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John was a Burton Parish 
'Fence Viewer and Pound Keeper'. 

 
1833 
 



PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: Rex Grady reports that John 
was listed in connection with the Sunbury County Grand Jury.  I do not know if 
he served on the jury, or if he was simply listed as a qualified jury candidate. 

 
1833 
 

PANB, RS157?.  Reference from Rex Grady: The French Lake school was 
located on the property of John Wood.  John Flinn was the teacher, and there were 
21 students.  The tuition fee was 12 shillings. 
 
I do not know when the French Lake schoolhouse was built, but 21 students was 
enough to require a building and the schoolhouse may date from that era.  The 
schoolhouse has now been removed, but was located high on the bank 
overlooking the Oromocto, directly in line with the road to Gary. 

 
1833 
 

PANB, RS42, John Wood vs. Thomas Edington, 1833.  Reference seen, but not 
copied: This Supreme Court case involved a land deal in Dorchester Parish of 
Westmorland County, and could not have been for our John Wood.  I also found 
nothing in Elizabeth Sewell's marriage records or in Hayward's 1851 census that 
would link Thomas Edington with Sunbury County.  There are no Edington 
listings in B.J. Grant's Index to the Royal Gazette, up to 1809. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 
 

January 15, 1833 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: John killed a bear.  He collected a 
bounty of 15 shillings at the 1834 meeting of the General Sessions. 

 
May, 1833 
 

PANB, RS42, Thomas Bridges vs. John Wood, 1833.  Reference seen:  John 
appeared in the Supreme Court of New Brunswick in May, 1833 to face Charles 
S. Putnam, Thomas Bridges's Attorney, in a suit.  The suit was for the payment of 
a 46 pound promissory note, plus 250 pounds for unpaid work, merchandise, 
loans, etc.  Interest, damages and costs were assessed separately. 
 
John had been served with notice of suit in Burton on May 3, 1833.  The 
promissory note had been written in Oromocto on September 20, 1831.  John 
signed the promissory note in the same hand as used on some other occasions.  
Thomas Bridges was born in 1789, and was living in Sheffield in 1851.  For all 
these reasons, this was John Wood of French Lake. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 



 
See notes regarding John Wood's signature, attached. 

 
June 10, 1833 
 

Sunbury County Records, RS 157, A/2/33a.  Reference from Rex Grady:  The 
following petition was submitted to the Sunbury County Court of General 
Sessions.  It was signed by a large number of people, including Daniel Wood, 
John Wood, and George Morrow: 
 
"The fishery of Alewives and Gaspereau at the falls of the North Branch ... was of 
inestimable value before the erection of mill dams on the said stream.  That not 
only the settlers on the branches of the Oromocto but the inhabitants of the River 
St. John and its tributary streams for a distance of fifty miles above Fredericton 
were plentifully supplied.  That at one time an old resident on the Oromocto 
recollects to have counted eighty-four boats and canoes on the fishery ground 
which went away loaded.  That by the erection of mill dams on the said stream the 
passage of fish to the Oromocto Lake (which they periodically visited) has been 
totally obstructed.  That the vicinity in general and the Branches of the Oromocto 
in particular have therefore sustained an incalculable loss. Petitioners therefore 
pray your Honorable Court will compel the overseers of Mills on the said stream 
to make sufficient fish-ways past the respective dams, that the few fish which yet 
come to make the attempt may find a practicable passage.  Petitioners flatter 
themselves your Honorable Court will agree with them in opinion that a matter of 
such importance should not be longer neglected as the advantage resulting will in 
all probability extend to remote posterity." 
 
Taken together with John's similar petition of January, 1811, it appears that the 
Woods had been involved in the fishing business for a long time. 



 
The mill owners did erect the fishways, and the results did extend to remote 
posterity.  Today, the spring migration of gaspereau is so abundent that they can 
be cought in baskets.  They are not thought much of as food, but are so plentiful 
that they are used to fertilize tomato plants. 

 
July, 1833 
 

PANB, RS42, Cushi Hathaway vs. John Wood, 1833.  Reference seen:  This suit 
was to recover several debts incurred on January 16, 1828 - including a 
promissory note, goods, and various other cash loans.  The total value was 104 
pounds, 11 shillings and 2 pence, plus 24 pounds, 9 shillings and 5 pence 
damages. 
 
Notice of suit was served on Wood on July 4, 1833, and the court appearance was 
later that month.  I do not know how the case was decided. 
 
Cushi Hathaway was a well known Sunbury lender (W.D. Moore, p 82).  B.J. 
Grant's Index to the Royal Gazette lists other Sunbury County Hatheways, also.  
The Sunbury County connection identifies this as our John Wood, the one from 
French Lake. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
1834 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John was a Burton Parish 
'Fence Viewer and Pound Keeper'. 

 
1834 

 
PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: Rex Grady reports that John 
was listed in connection with the Sunbury County Grand Jury.  I do not know if 
he served on the jury, or if he was simply listed as a qualified jury candidate. 

 
February, 1834 
 

PANB, RS42, George Morrow vs. George P. Nevers and John Wood, 1834.  
Reference seen: In February, 1834, Wood and George P. Nevers appeared in the 
Supreme Court of New Brunswick to face the able Attorney L.A. Wilmot. 
 
Wilmot was representing George Morrow, John's brother-in-law, Elizabeth 
Wood's husband, in a suit for 250 pounds for work, merchandise, loans, etc., plus 
interest and costs. 
 
A more interesting part of the suit was another debt of 43 pounds dating back to 



April 1, 1829.  This promissory note was originally owed to George Morrow.  
However, as of December 25, 1831, Daniel Wood became the creditor, though 
George Morrow was left to fight the suit. 
 
Notices of suit were issued against Wood and Nevers in Sunbury County on 
December 23 and 26, 1833.  The judgment was issued from the Bench on March 
14, 1834. 
 
This was certainly John Wood of French Lake, and an unhappy little family fight.  
Maybe it was mostly Nevers, that George and Daniel were after.  Possibly also it 
had something to do with the Nevers/Wood investments in the mill at Tracy.  It is 
even possible that it was a conspiracy by the Wood family to raid John's assets 
and to hold them in safe keeping, away from less friendly creditors. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 
 
See commentary regarding Nevers and Wood, attached. 

 
April 5, 1834 
 

PANB, RS95, M(14)-408, -477, and -547; and RS42, Rankin et al vs. John Wood, 
1833.  Reference seen: A writ had been issued by the Supreme Court at 
Fredericton on July 13, 1833 against George P. Nevers and John Wood.  They 
were convicted of a debt of 115 pounds, 4 shillings and 9 pence in a suit for 150 
pounds owed to Allan Gillmour, James Gillmour, Arthur Pollock, James Pollock, 
Alexander Rankin and Robert Rankin; including damages and court costs. 
 
This debt was the unpaid balance of an account consisting of: 

 
100 pound promissory note of July 5, 1832 due in December, 1832; and 
120 pounds for services (work and labour); and 
120 pounds for goods; and 
120 pounds for cash advances or proxy payments; and 
120 pounds of old bad debts. 
 
580 Total 

 
A second writ had been issued on the same day by the same court against George 
P. Nevers alone.  This was for a debt of 440 pounds owed to Ralph Jarvis, plus 7 
pounds, 7 shillings and 9 pence for damages and costs.  This debt was from a 
promissory note of July 1, 1828. 
 
The conviction followed summonses of January 16, 1833 and March 14, 1833 
served upon Nevers, and of March 15, 1833 served upon Wood; and a hearing on 
"Saturday next after the first Tuesday of" May, 1833.  In the absence of any other 
property, and after advertising his intent, High Sheriff John Hazen seized lot 9 on 



the north branch Oromocto River from George P. Nevers.  The lot was 40 rods 
wide and contained 160 acres.  Buildings, mill facilities, and mill dams located on 
lot 9 were also seized. 
 
The property was auctioned at the Burton Courthouse on April 5, 1834 to 
Jeremiah Tracy, Sr., Blissville yeoman, the high bidder, in the amount of 410 
pounds as a Sheriff's Deed.  The indenture of Sheriff Hazen recording the auction 
was written on April 21, 1834 and was executed on May 6, 1834 by John Murray 
Bliss, Justice of the Supreme Court.  Witnesses to the indenture were Nicholas 
Sewell and Thomas Hazen. 
 
Refer to notes regarding Nevers, Tracy, and Wood, attached, and note that Nevers 
was an investor in the Tracy mill; that Wood managed this investment; and that 
the Wood family was also involved with the mill. It therefore seems that Tracy 
bought back what amounted to a mortgage or partnership at the auction. 
 
There is no indication that John Wood lost any property or that he had any interest 
in lot 9.  Perhaps he owned some of the mill facilities, but even this seems 
unlikely.  There is also no indication as to how the remainder of the debt was 
settled, though the item of October 6, 1840 may refer. 
 
These suits were from logging which was debt financed.  Pollock, Gilmour and 
Rankine were a huge lumbering Company and were "... the largest merchants in 
the world I think.  Their stores at Campbelton, Dalhousie, Bathurst, Miramichi, 
St. John, Quebec, Montreal, etc. contain each of them more goods (than any store 
in) Glasgow" (Bailey, "The Robb Letters", p 17).  Refer to almost any indexed 
general history of the era, for more information on this Company. 
 
George P. Nevers had sued Jeremiah Tracy for 2000 pounds in the Supreme 
Court, and won by judgment on December 12, 1827 (K12)-331 and RS42, 1827).  
Daniel Wood had also sued Tracy, as has been seen, and Tracy likely felt some 
satisfaction at the events of 1834.  In any case, a Nevers/Tracy/Wood business 
relationship could not have been very happy. 
 
The John Wood involved in this suit was definitely our John, of French Lake.  It 
was clearly a Sunbury County affair, and he signed his name on the promissory 
note.  He did not do this very often.  See attached notes regarding this signature. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
May, 1834 
 

PANB, RS42, Rankin et al vs. John Wood, 1834.  Reference seen: John Wood 
appeared in the Supreme Court again, to answer another complaint by Rankin and 
Company. 
 



This action was to recover several debts of 50 pounds each, to a total of 350 
pounds.  The debts covered merchandise, labour, payments on Wood's behalf, and 
other items. 
 
A store bill of 19 pounds, 8 shillings and 4 pence was also included in the suit.  
The bill had accumulated between July, 1830 and May, 1832 for miscellaneous 
items such as flour, knives and forks, a chalk line, a hat, nails and iron - plus three 
small cash advances.  (Rex Grady advises that there are records of other store 
transactions in the books of the Hazen and White Company (PANB, MC300, Ms. 
38, files 1-4).) 
 
Presumably, Rankin won the suit, with interest, and the item of October 7, 1840 
may refer.  Rankin used the previous suit against Wood and Nevers to prove that 
John understood the charging of interest for such debts. 
 
Sunbury County references in the case file, and the cross reference to the George 
P. Nevers suit show that this John Wood was the one from French Lake. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
June 21, 1834 
 

PANB, RS95, M(14)-579.  Reference seen: John Wood borrowed 63 pounds 12 
shillings and 8 pence from John Bailey to be repaid with interest on or before 
June 21, 1835.  He mortgaged the lower 1/2 of lot 19 on the southeast side of the 
Oromocto River just below Daniel Wood's lot to the southwest (100 acres).  This 
was the land he bought on August 7, 1828. 
 
A notation dated December 12, 1845 indicates that the money was repaid.  Wood 
therefore eventually kept the lot. 
 
The transfer is signed 'John Wood', but seems to be in William Hoyt's hand.  
Compare the signature with John's effort on The Supreme Court records: PANB, 
RS42/1833.  Also, refer to the attached notes regarding signatures. 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 

 
1834 
 

PANB, RS42, James Carruthers vs. John Wood, 1834.  Reference seen: 
Carruthers brought an action against John Wood in the Supreme Court, but 
disappeared from Sunbury County before the complaint could be heard.  Someone 
thought that he had moved to Saint John, but no one was sure. 
 
The case file ends with the Court ordering Carruthers to appear and to state why 
the case should not be dropped (apparently, by my reading). 



 
This case had its roots in Sunbury County, and therefore this John Wood must 
have been the one from French Lake, though I can find no record in Elizabeth 
Sewell's marriage records or in Hayward's 1851 census or in B.J. Grant's Index to 
the Royal Gazette, of Corruthers being from Sunbury County. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
1834 
 

John and Gertrude's son George was born. 
 
1835 and 1836 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: Rex Grady reports that John 
was listed in connection with the Sunbury County Grand Jury.  I do not know if 
he served on the jury, or if he was simply listed as a qualified jury candidate. 

 
1835-36 
 

John and Gertrude's son Charles was born.  He never married.  His will of June 
29, 1896 said that he was "lately of Fairford, Manitoba".  His estate was left to his 
brother Gain of Burton Parish. Gain Wood and David Morrow were executors. 

 
January, 1836 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: John petitioned to keep a tavern in 
his house (a renewal).  His sureties were George Morrow and Henry Boone. 



 
1837 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: Rex Grady reports that John 
was listed in connection with the Sunbury County Grand Jury.  I do not know if 
he served on the jury, or if he was simply listed as a qualified jury candidate. 

 
January, 1837 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: John petitioned to keep a tavern in 
his house (a renewal). 
 

May 18 or 19, 1838 
 

Elizabeth S. Sewell, "Sunbury County New Brunswick Marriages, 1766-1888", 
number C0613: John and Dorothy (Stennick)'s daughter Amelia married Gain 
Bartlett Mersereau of Burton Parish.  The ceremony was performed by Raper 
Milner of the Church of England, and the witnesses were John Foss, Jr. and 
Japhtha B. Halid. 

 
ca 1838 
 

John and Gertrude's son Gain was born. 
 
1839 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: John was elected Parish Surveyor of 
Highways which made him a supervisor of Statute Labour. In 1839, the group 
included Daniel Wood (3 days), Thomas Wood (4 days), and others.  John filed 
his report on October 1, 1839. William Armstrong was delinquent for one day of 
labour and Samuel Mills was delinquent for his entire allotment of five days. 

 
1840 
 

Reference from Rex Grady: John was reelected as Parish Surveyor of Highways. 
 
1840 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John was a Burton Parish 
'Fence Viewer and Pound Keeper'. 
 
PANB, RS 24, 1840/pe/file 6/no. 210.  Reference from Rex Grady: Thomas Hartt 
had complained that the Tracy milling operation (at what is now Tracy Village) 
was interfering with his own milling operation downstream at Hartt's Mills (now 
named Fredericton Junction).  It seems that Tracy was throwing so much debris 
into the river that it was backing up against Hartt's dam. 



 
The Woods and George Morrow were involved in Tracy's milling operation (refer 
to notes at the end of this chronology), and were therefore biased in this 
complaint.  On February 3, 1840, George Morrow, Jeremiah Tracy, John Wood 
and about a hundred others submitted the following petition to the Assembly: 
 
"Your petitioners have heard with much surprise and regret that your Honorable 
Body are about to pass an act to prevent mill owners from throwing slabs into mill 
streams in certain parts of this province. That petitioners consider that such a law 
would be unnecessarily imposing a serious tax on mill owners in this county as 
petitioners do not consider that any difficulty or damage can arise to any person 
from throwing slabs in the streams in any part of the county of Sunbury, but on 
the contray we consider they are a very great benefit, large quantities being used 
annually as fuel, fencing and many other purposes -- a privilege which we should 
be very sorry to be deprived of.  Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that the 
Honorable Legislature will not pass any law preventing mill owners within the 
county of Sunbury from throwing slabs in any of the streams within the said 
county." 

 
October 7, 1840 
 

Royal Gazette, page 1.  Reference from Rex Grady: The following notice 
appeared in the Gazette: 

"To be sold by public auction on tuesday the 29th day of 
December next, at the courthouse in Burton, .... 

"All (... of John Wood's) farm ... at French Lake, ... by virtue of an 
execution issued at the Supreme Court at the suit of Robert Rankin 
and Company." 

"J.  Hazen, Sheriff Burton, June 22, 1840." 

 
This was likely from the two suits of April and May, 1834, though unindexed 
post-1835 suits may also apply. 
 
See commentary regarding suits, attached. 

 
1840-41 

 
John and Gertrude's son William was born. 

 
Early 1841 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: John and Dorothy (Stennick)'s 
daughter Ann (aged 16) was a student in Blissville School District #2.  Among the 



other students were Andrew Mersereau (aged 13), Ann Mersereau (10), Daniel 
Mersereau (17), Elizabeth Mersereau (13), Gain Mersereau (9), George 
Mersereau (13), Joseph Mersereau (15), Lawrence Mersereau (15), Linus 
Mersereau (9), and Mary Ann Mersereau (9). 
 
According to my records, John and Gertrude (Mersereau / Mealey)'s son William 
was born in ca 1840-1841, and John and Gertrude's daughter Jane was born in ca 
1842-43.  School records, on the other hand, list William and Jane as being of the 
same age, born ca 1840-41.  It is therefore possible that William and Jane were 
twins.  In any case, these were Gertrude's last children.  Gertrude had died by the 
time of the 1851 census.  Now we have John and Dorothy (Stennick)'s daughter 
Ann boarding in Blissville in early 1841, leading to the conclusion that Gertrude 
died soon following the birth of William and Jane and that John was not able to 
care for the whole family. 

 
July 10, 1841 
 

Elizabeth S. Sewell, "Sunbury County New Brunswick Marriages, 1766-1888", 
number C0656: John and Dorothy (Stennick)'s daughter Elizabeth married 
William Sinclair of Lincoln.  The ceremony was performed by George Garrity (an 
expelled Free Christian Baptist: see "Oromocto Baptists") and the witnesses were 
David Nason and Solomon Smith. 

 
ca 1842-43? 
 

John and Gertrude's daughter Jane was born.  See notes under date of 'early 1841'. 
 
ca 1842-51? 
 

John's second wife, Gertrude, died at French Lake.  See notes under date of 'early 
1841'.  Gertrude may have died sooner than this. 

 
August, 1842 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: Abigail Jane Smith reported the 
names of her students in Burton School District #6.  These included John's 
children Charles (aged 7), Dorothy (14), Gain (5), and George (8) 
 
There were also the three children of George and Elizabeth (Wood) Morrow, and 
a number of Stennicks. 

 
February, 1843 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: Thomas Hartin reported the names of 
his students in Burton School District #8.  These included John's children Charles 
(aged 7), Dorothy (13), Gain (5), George (7), and Margaret (15).  Note the 



inconsistencies in the reporting of ages. 
 
Rex Grady has compiled the following: 
 
"Thomas Hartin was an emigrant from Ireland.  He attended King's College with 
the hope of winning ordination as a pastor in the Church of England.  Clerical 
positions, however, were hard to come by, thus Hartin made a living as a licensed 
teacher in the provincial parish schools.  For a number of years he moved from 
place to place as a kind of itinerant school teacher, until at last a rectorship opened 
in Canterbury, York County, where a number of his clansmen from Ireland 
subsequently moved (Hartin Settlement).  Here he served not only as a local 
pastor, but as a member of the County Council, and was universally admired and 
mourned upon his death in the 1880s." 

 
August, 1843 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: Thomas Hartin reported the names of 
his students in Burton School District #8.  These included John's children Charles 
(aged 7-1/2), Dorothy (13-1/2), Gain (5-1/2), George (9-1/2), and Margaret (15-
1/2).  Note the inconsistency with George's age. 

 
1843 and 1844 
 

John was reelected as Parish Surveyor of Highways. 
 
May 20, 1844 

 
PANB, RS95, R(19)-103.  Reference seen: John assigned the Thomas Stennick 
deed of mortgage of April 7, 1832 (M(14)-242) to Thomas O. Miles for 300 
pounds (200 acres). 
 
This is not clear, though it is also not crucial in the study of John Wood's affairs.  
The five year term of the mortgage had expired and John should have been able to 
sell the land outright, not just the mortgage.  There is a notation on M(14)-242 
that Stennick paid off his obligation on September 13, 1849, again well after the 
term.  It is sufficient for me to know that John owned the lot between 1832 and 
1844, while Thomas Stennick continued to live there.  
 
It appears that this transaction was back-dated, see entries of April 23, 1845 and 
May 20, 1845. 

 
1845 
 

Information from Rex Grady: John was reelected as Parish Surveyor of 
Highways. 

 



April 23, 1845 
 
PANB, MC451, Diary of Thomas O. Miles.  Reference from Rex Grady: "John 
Wood called, is to come again soon." 

 
May 20, 1845 
 

PANB, MC451, Diary of Thomas O. Miles.  Reference from Rex Grady:  "John 
Wood comes today and settles.  Gives a note for 109 pounds, 12 shillings and 
assigns over a mortgage given by Thomas Stennick for 300 pounds.  I am to 
endorse on Wood's note whatever sum Stennick acknowledges to owe Wood, not 
to exceed 50 pounds, and then to endorse on the bond and mortgage such sum as 
will reduce it to the exact amount due us.  After adding the amount, paid Wood 
for Stennick." 

 
September 21, 1845 
 

PANB, MC451, Diary of Thomas O. Miles.  Reference from Rex Grady:  "Went 
to Oromocto to attend a trial between Thomas Morin and Odber (Miles), before 
squire (Henry) Partelow, the jurors were Titus, Dyer, and John Wood and their 
verdict was 'no cause of action' -- Morin gets pretty drunk and threatens to have 
revenge by burning or any other way, by day or by night, that he would not leave 
me or Odber worth a dollar." 
 
Morin went to Miles the next day and apologized. 

 
December 11, 1845 
 

PANB, RS95, Q(18)-138.  Reference seen: John Wood of Burton Parish sold to 
George Morrow for 100 pounds, the lower 1/2 of lot 19 in Burton Parish on the 
southeast side of the Oromocto River, being 31 rods wide (100 acres, ref.: M(14) -
579).  This is the land that he bought on August 7, 1828. 
 
John's name was signed, but by someone else.  Refer to notes under M(14)-579 of 
June 21, 1834. 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 
 
See notes regarding the Morrow land aquisitions, attached to the Daniel Wood 
chronology. 

 
1845-1846 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: Burton School District #8 included 
John's children Gainor, Jane (aged 5), and William (5). 

 



November, 1846 to May, 1847 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: Burton School District #8 included 
John's children Charles, Gain, Thomas (aged 27) and William.  The teacher was 
John Traynor, and classes included work in arithmetic, book keeping, grammar, 
geography, history, geometry, trigonometry, algebra, mensuration, navigation, 
and astronomy. 

 
1847 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John was a Burton Parish 
'Fence Viewer and Pound Keeper'. 

 
August 21, 1847 
 

John's father Daniel died at French Lake, aged 83.  Daniel's estate may have 
included some land, but probably not.  At most, Daniel left land on the Saint John 
and Oromocto Rivers (M(14)-151 and M(14)-342). However, I have not 
determined that John obtained any land from the estate. 

 
September 4, 1847 
 

John's mother Ann died at French Lake, aged 78. 
 

1848 and 1849 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John was a Burton Parish 
'Fence Viewer and Pound Keeper'. 
 
1849 Information from Rex Grady: John was reelected as Parish Surveyor of 
Highways. 

 
1850 and 1851 
 

PANB, RS157, A/1.  Reference from Rex Grady: John was a Burton Parish 
'Fence Viewer and Pound Keeper'. 

 
1851 
 

PANB, RS157.  Reference from Rex Grady: John and his son Thomas were 
members of a board of inquest into the death of Stephen Creekmore who died in a 
snow storm.  This is possibly the same event of which Dad heard a story from 
Wilfred Wood.  This story was of a man who headed out from Rusagonis to walk 
to a Stennick house in French Lake and who was never found. 

 
February 19, 1851 



 
PANB, RS95, R(19)-308.  Reference seen: John Wood of Burton Parish, farmer, 
mortgaged to Thomas O. Miles of Maugerville for 126 pounds the lower part of 
Lot D from the Nathaniel Howe grant on the Oromocto River in Burton Parish 
(160 acres).  This is the land that John bought from Thomas and Hannah Stennick 
in 1831 (M(14)-183). 
 
The meaning of this mortgage is that John was short of money, likely for some 
enterprise.  He sold the lot outright to Thomas O. Miles with the provision that he 
would get it back if he repaid the 126 pounds with interest on or before February 
19, 1852.  There is a notation on the deed/ mortgage that he did repay the loan, 
though when is not clear.  The notation is dated January , 1854. 
 
John finally sold this lot to Thomas Wood in 1853 (S(20)-150).  Presumably it 
was free of the Miles lien by that time. 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 

 
1851 
 

Census.  Reference seen: John was living in Burton Parish.  He was a farmer.  
Children still living at home included Charles, aged 15; Dorah, 21; Gain, 13; 
George, 17; Jane, 8; Margaret, 22; and William, 10. 
 
John and Dorothy (Stennick)'s son Thomas was working as a labourer for George 
Morrow, nearby. 



 
1851 
 

Census.  Reference seen: Hannah Drillon was in Maugerville Parish.  She was 
Charles Currie's housekeeper, and was a native New Brunswicker of Irish descent.  
She was 45 years old, born 1806. 

 
September 30, 1852 
 

Elizabeth S. Sewell, "Sunbury County New Brunswick Marriages, 1766-1888", 
number C0885: John and Dorothy (Stennick)'s daughter Margaret married Henry 
Bunker of Lincoln Parish.  The ceremony was performed by Jacob Gunter who, 
by 1873 at least, was a Baptist.  Witnesses were C.M. Bailey and Frederick J. 
Phillips. 

 
ca 1853? 
 

Allen Boone story in Rex Grady's "... Settlement of Victoria", 1991, p14:  They 
say that when John was old, he became rheumatic and was often confined to bed.  
"He would send his son Gain out to fetch his cane.  Once Gain returned with it, 
John would crawl out of bed and beat him with it." 
 
I place this story around 1853 only because Gain was about 15 years old.  I can't 
imagine an older person putting up with such treatment.  On the other hand, John 
was only about 65 at the time, not too old compared with his eventual 80 years.  
Maybe he was rheumatic for many years. 
 
I don't know why Gain is featured in this recollection.  There were other children 
still at home, both older and younger than him.  For whatever reasons, the story 
has survived for nearly 150 years and must be illustrative of something.  It's a safe 
bet, that that 'something' was cantankerousness and brutality. 

 
September 1, 1853 
 

PANB, RS95, S(20)-150.  Reference seen: John Wood, farmer, of Burton Parish 
sold to Thomas Wood of Burton Parish for 150 pounds the lower part of lot D in 
Burton Parish that he had bought from Thomas and Hannah Stennick in 1831 
(M(14)-183) and mortgaged to Thomas O. Miles in 1851 (R(19)-308) (160 acres). 
 
See "Homestead" notes, attached. 



 
1854 
 

Petition of Joseph Kingston, Records of the Legislative Assembly, PANB, RS 24, 
1854/pe/file 7/no. 253.  Reference from Rex Grady: "Joseph Kingston ... humbly 
sheweth that your petitioner has erected at a heavy expense on the Rockwell 
Stream about four miles from the Oromocto a power loom manufactory which is 
now in full operation and your petitioner is prepared to manufacture cotton and 
woolen clothes and homespun in a superior style suitable to the wants of the 
county. Your petitioner prays your Excellency and Honors will be pleased to pass 
a grant in his favor to enable him to carry on the said factory as he fears it will not 
remunerate him for some time to come." 
 
This operation would have been in the Lower Geary area.  John Wood and his son 
Thomas signed the following recommendation appended to the petition: 
 
"The undersigned having ... examined specimens from the factory would consider 
an appropriation in favor of Joseph Kingston to enable him to carry on the same 
as a just disposal of a portion of the public funds." 
 
The subsidy was granted, with support from Assemblyman William Scoullar. 
 
The Woods were not major participants in this business. 

 
October 19, 1854 
 

Elizabeth S. Sewell, "Sunbury County New Brunswick Marriages, 1766-1888", 
number C0930: John and Dorothy (Stennick)'s son Thomas married Frances 
Sophia Smith of Burton Parish.  Witnesses were George Smith and William 
Sinclair.  The ceremony was performed by Jacob Gunter (see note under date of 
September 30, 1852). 
 
Known locally as Uncle Tom and Aunt Fannie, they lived in the house where Will 
and Gertie Wood lived, and where their daughter Gladys (Wood) Smith lives now 
(ca 1985). 

 
March 22, 1855 
 

PANB card index: John married #3, widow Hannah (Miller?) Drillon at the 
Baptist Church in Cambridge.  Joseph Skinner performed the ceremony.  This is 
John's first recorded association with the Baptist Church, all previous records 
being with the Church of England.  They say that John became a Free Christian 
(non-Calvinist) Baptist, but Hannah was apparently a regular Baptist (see 1871) 
and I do not know the history of the church at Cambridge.  The 1851 Census does 
not list by religion and the 1861 Census has not been checked. 
 



Hannah was a widow, from Waterborough.  Allen Boone recalls a marriage 
record showing her maiden name as Miller, and this is likely correct; one of 
Hannah's grandchildren being named Miller J. Gereau (ref. '1871').  Hannah had a 
large family by her first marriage including at least: 

 
• Emily, m Jeremiah C. Smith; and 
 
• Priscilla, m Louis Gereau; and 
 
• Elizabeth, drowned on the Salmon River in the winter of 1853, while 

trying to help people in distress. 
 

Following the death of her first husband, Hannah's family was broken up and the 
children were placed in different homes.  By the time Hannah (aged 47) married 
John in 1855, her children would not all have been grown up.  I do not know for 
how long the children had been in 'foster' care, but I note no evidence of John 
accepting them into his home.  A review of the 1861 census may confirm this.  By 
1871, John was gone, and Priscilla and family were living with Hannah. 

 
December 24, 1855 
 

PANB card index, and Johnson's "Vital Statistics ...":  John and Dorothy 
(Stennick)'s daughter Dorothy married Samuel Bunker of Blissville.  The licence 
was dated November 24, 1855, and the ceremony was on December 24, 1855. 

 
1856 
 

Sunbury County Poll Book.  Reference from Ellnora R. Young: John was living 
on lot 207 in Burton. 

 
1857 
 

Sunbury County Poll Book.  Reference from Ellnora R. Young: John was living 
on lot 72 in Burton. 
 
There is some evidence of a dual lot numbering system (ref.  Daniel Wood notes 
under date of '1788, July or later').  I cannot say that John moved in 1856/57 and, 
in any case, suspect that these were the homestead lots in French Lake. 
 
Refer to "Homestead" notes, attached. 

 
September 26, 1859 
 

Information from Rex Grady: John Wood and Robert Upton witnessed the 
marriages of Charles Hudlin to Caroline A. Holmes and of James Hudlin to Maria 
E. Holmes, all of Sheffield and all of African-American heritage. 



 
Robert Upton was also of Sheffield, the son of Asa Upton jr. and Olive Porter. 
 
This could have been our John Wood or another John.  Possibly it was the John 
Wood born around 1831 (see item under '1831' in these notes), or the Fredericton 
tobacconist of  the name John Wood/Woods. 

 
ca 1862 
 

Information from Clarence Wood: John and Gertrude (Mersereau / Mealey)'s son 
Gain married Fenetta Elizabeth Smith, though I cannot find the record of this. 

 
November 1, 1862 

 
John and Gertrude (Mersereau / Mealey)'s son George married Abigail Jane 
Smith, though I cannot find the record of this.  They lived on the hill near where 
the Wood cemetery is now. 

 
November 29, 1864 

 
John and Gertrude (Mersereau / Mealey)'s son William married Hannah Amelia 
(Emma, Emanda) Smith, though I cannot find the record of this. 

 
August 24, 1865 
 

PANB card index, and Johnson's "Vital Statistics ...":  John and Gertrude 
(Mersereau / Mealey)'s daughter Jane married Zopher Bedford ('Ferd') Nason of 
New Maryland.  The licence was dated August 4, 1865, and the ceremony was on 
August 24, 1865. 

 
September, 1868 
 

PANB, Probate file: John died at French Lake, aged 79, without a will. 
 
John was buried in the Stennick cemetery.  There is no stone. 



 
Land acquisitions which I have not been able to correlate with sales, including 
Hannah's later sales, include only lot number 11 on the south branch Rusagonis 
that he obtained through his petition of May 20, 1809. 
 

February 1, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: John's widow Hannah confirmed the list of 
John's surviving children in a petition to William J. Gilbert, Surrogate Judge of 
Probate.  The list included (in the order mentioned) Thomas, Daniel, Amy, Eliza, 
Margaret, Dorothy, George, Gain, Charles, William and Jane, all of Sunbury.  She 
forgot, or did not know, to mention daughter Ann, but corrected this mistake on 
June 15, 1876. 
 
The tradition that John had four girls and one boy by his first marriage, and just 
the opposite by his second marriage, is not correct.  He had at least 12 children, or 
13 if you count a son John (see notes under 1831). 
 
Hannah's petition was to be named administratrix of an estate including real estate 
and personal property with a combined value of $216.00.  However, the settling 
of this estate would go on for years. 

 
April 12, 1869 

 
PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: The Court of Probate ordered that a hearing 
be called for May 18, 1869 to consider Hannah's petition of February 1, 1869.  
The hearing would be held at the office and residence of Nathaniel Hubbard, Esq., 
in Burton. 

 
April 13, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: The Sheriff was ordered to circulate a notice 
of hearing. 

 
April 16, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: Notice of hearing was posted in the post 
office in Oromocto, and in Messrs. Haney and Holden's store in Oromocto, and 
on the door of the Registrar's Office of Probates in Burton. 

 
May 17 and 18, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: John Wood's eldest son Thomas, and his 
daughter Jane Nason, and his daughter Dorothy Bunker wrote nearly identical 
letters to the Court of Probate saying that they could not attend the hearing.  
Thomas was sick, and the other two did not state their reasons. 



 
They agreed that Hannah should have a fair right of dower, but opposed her 
petition to administer the estate because they feared that it would pass out of the 
family.  In particular, there were debts that needed to be settled, and the family 
proposed to handle them in order to maintain the estate in the family. 
 
Hannah's status in the family was indicated by Dorothy's remark that "someone 
more nearly interested" should be chosen administrator. 
 

May 18, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: The hearing was held and, "after hearing all 
(of) the objections made by the heirs" to Hannah being named administratrix, 
David Morrow and William Sinclair were offered letters of administration on the 
condition that they post bond.  William Sinclair was the husband of John's 
daughter Eliza, and David Morrow was the son of John's sister Elizabeth. 
 
Spafford Bunker offered to become bondsman for Morrow and Sinclair. 
 
George F. Gregory protested the proceedings on Hannah's behalf. 

 
May 19, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: In another legal paper, the decision of the 
hearing that letters of administration be issued to Morrow and Sinclair was 
confirmed, and it was ordered that such letters be prepared. 
 

Undated, around May 19 to 28, 1869 
 
PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: George F. Gregory appealed the decision of 
the Court of Probate on Hannah's behalf.  The appeal claimed that: 

 
• letters of administration should have been issued to Hannah without a 

public hearing, there having been no objections filed; and 
 
• notice of hearing had not been published in the Royal Gazette; and 
 
• the instructions to the Sheriff to post notice of hearing were inadequate; 

and 
 
• the notice of hearing was not in the form required by law; and 
 
• there was no proof of posting of notice of hearing; and 
 
• the affidavit of posting of notice was flawed; and 
 



• Hannah was capable of being administratrix, there being no evidence to 
the contrary; and 

 
• Hannah had an inherent right to be considered; and 
 
• Morrow and Sinclair had no such interest. 

 
It seems that this appeal was launched by Hannah's daughter Priscilla.  See notes 
under June 8, 1869. 
 

May 27, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: David Morrow and William Sinclair 
appeared with their bondsman, in compliance with the decision of hearing of May 
18, 1869.  The bond was valued at 900 dollars (the preprinted form says 'Pounds', 
but it appears that they were using up old stationary), and obliged them to settle 
the estate within three months.  The Court then named Morrow and Sinclair 
administrators. 
 
It was on this date that Hannah revealed that Priscilla was the instigator of the 
appeal.  See notes under June 8, 1869. 

 
May 28, 1869 

 
PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: Hannah Wood and Reuben Smith and John 
W. Currie posted a thirty pound bond to cover Hannah's legal costs in connection 
with her appeal. 

 
May 31, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: The Court of Probate ordered Charles H. 
Clowes and William Currie to compile an inventory of the estate for the 
administrators. 

 
June 8, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: Faced with an appeal, the Court of Probate 
issued reasons for its decision to grant administration to Morrow and Sinclair. 
 
They stated that, following Hannah's application of February 1, 1869, sixty days 
had elapsed and she had still not obtained a bond in support of her application.  
This was even though she had been told of the necessity of posting bond and had 
agreed to do so.  Subsequently, John's sons and David Morrow applied for letters 
of administration, claiming that Hannah could not post bond and was unfit to 
handle such a complex estate with debts attached.  
 



It was only subsequent to the above events that the Court of Probate called a 
public hearing to look into the matter and, they claimed, they had done so with 
cause. 
 
There being no newspaper published in Sunbury County, the Court had posted 
notices in public places.  Notice was issued promptly and properly and (judging 
from the fact that everyone concerned either attended the hearing or made written 
submissions) effectively. 
 
On the day of the hearing no one complained of the proceedings - except George 
F. Gregory.  Hannah herself had not objected to the naming of Morrow and 
Sinclair; and, in fact, at one point she had even proposed that David Morrow and 
Daniel Wood become co-administrators with her. 
 
The family (and Morrow) objected to the co-administration idea, and to Hannah 
having anything to do with the estate except for the right of dower.  The family 
was unanimous and pointed out that Hannah was of no blood relationship to any 
of the heirs; and that she had children by a previous marriage one of whom still 
lived with her. They were afraid that the family property would be lost to the 
widow, and that it would be "wasted" on the support of her and her children. 
 
The Court had therefore chosen Morrow and Sinclair as administrators. 
 
By May 27, 1869, Morrow and Sinclair were ready to post bond, though Hannah 
never had.  Hannah was at the meeting with Morrow and Sinclair on May 27, 
1869, and she had then told William J. Gilbert (the Judge of Probate) that her 
daughter, Miss.  Drillon, had hired George F. Gregory to appeal the case.  She 
said that she had had nothing to do with it and that she was sorry for this trouble.  
See note under date of August 3, 1876 regarding Miss. Drillon. 
 
The court went on to further defend their decision, saying that it had been just; 
and that Sinclair (a son-in-law of John) and Morrow (a nephew and creditor) were 
qualified enough. 

 
June 11, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: Charles Clowes and William Currie filed 
their inventory of the estate (see May 31, 1869).  The homestead was valued at 
$1,250., and the 100 acre meadow at $150.00. Other property was common 
personal property only, and the total value of the estate was $1,531.35. 

 
November 4, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: The Court of Chancery had found in favor 
of Hannah in her appeal.  Hannah therefore petitioned the Court of Probate for 
letters of administration. 



 
November 4, 1869 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: Hannah Wood, Reuben Smith, and George 
C. Nevers posted a $400.00 bond in support of her petition. 
 
Hannah had won. 

 
1871 
 

1871 census.  Reference seen: Hannah (Drillon) was living in Burton Parish, a 
(apparently 'regular' or Calvinist) Baptist of Dutch decent.  She was the head of 
the household with daughter Priscilla, son-in-law Lewis Gereau (Jerow) and 
grandchildren Miller J. (aged 10), and James H. (aged 9 months, born in "May").  
All of the Gereaus were Free Christian Baptists. 
 
ASIDE:  Lewis Gereau once went to a prayer meeting without Priscilla. He 
offered her regrets, saying that "Priscilla would-a-been here but she hadda stay 
home an' do de churnin'" 

 
1875 
 

John and Gertrude (Mersereau/Mealey)'s son William died. 
 
August 2, 1875 

 
PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen: Henry Bunker and Orin Smith were 
appointed by the Court of Probate to compile an inventory of the estate of John 
Wood for the administratrix. 

 
August 9, 1975 
 

PANB Probate file.  Reference seen: Bunker and Smith filed their inventory of the 
estate.   
 
This time, the 300 acre estate was valued at $1,000., complete with house and 
barn.  The meadow lot was valued at $200.00.  Other property was only of a 
personal nature and the total value of the estate was $1,242.25. 

 
August 9, 1875 
 

PANB, Probate file - poster.  Reference seen: 
 

AUCTION 
SALE! 

----------------------------------- 



To be sold at public auction at the 
residence of LOUIS GEROW, Parish of 

Lincoln, County of Sunbury on 
 

Monday, 9th August next, 
at 2 o'clock, P.M. 

 
1 Cow; 3 Tables; 11 Chairs, 

1 Cooking Stove; 3 Bedsteads, 
Feather Beds and Bedding; and a 

Variety of Other Articles. 
 

Being the estate and effects of JOHN 
WOOD, deceased. 

 
HANNAH WOOD 

 
Fredericton, July 30, 1875 ADMINISTRATRIX 

---------------------------------------------- 
Lawson Printer, 'Head Quarters' Office.  Fredericton, N.B. 

 
August 9, 1875 
 

PANB, Probate file.  Reference seen:  The auction raised $36.46, less a $5.00 
commission for auctioneer Thomas A. Beckwith (a Probate Court justice with a 
non-current interpretation of conflict of interest). 
 
Successful bidders were Mrs. Wood (presumably Hannah), Lewis Gereau 
(Gerow), Henry Bunker, Charles Bunker, Mrs. Forkes (?), and Henry Nason. 

 
June 15, 1876 
 

PANB Probate file.  Reference seen: Hannah filed an "account of administration" 
with the Court of Probate.  I understand this to have been an 'expense account', 
allowing her to recover her costs of administering the estate.  The arithmetic was 
wrong, but the net claim after taking the proceeds of the auction into account was 
$71.88. 

 
June 15, 1876 
 

PANB Probate file.  Reference seen: Hannah filed a second more detailed petition 
with the Judge of Probate to allow her to sell John's real estate to cover debts 
against the estate.  The debts were of a miscellaneous nature, mostly connected 
with settling the estate and amounted to $668.24.  This included a $256. judgment 
in favor of Lewis Gereau and his wife. 
 



The homestead was presently occupied in four parts by sons Gain and George and 
the family of son William (deceased), and son-in-law Gain Mersereau. 

 
The heirs of the estate included: 

 
• sons Thomas, George and Gain of Burton Parish; and 
 
• son Daniel of Lincoln Parish; and 
 
• son Charles, resident of the United States; and 
 
• daughter Amy, wife of Gain Mersereau of Burton Parish; and 
 
• daughter Eliza, wife of William Sinclair of Lincoln Parish (deceased); and 
 
• daughter Dorothy, wife of Samuel Bunker of Blissville; and 
 
• daughter Jane, wife of Bedford Nason of Burton Parish; and 
 
• deceased daughter Ann's daughter Amy West, wife of William West of 

Fredericton (Ann was the wife of Frederick Phillips, also of Fredericton); 
and 

 
• deceased daughter Margaret's children Sherman (aged 22), Absolm (aged 

20), Nettie (aged 18), Milliat ((sic) should read Millicant) (aged 16), and 
Ann (aged 14) Bunker.  (Margaret was the wife of Henry Bunker of 
Lincoln Parish); and 

 
• deceased son William's young children Effy, Charles, Daniel, Arthur and 

Ida who were living with their mother, William's wife, Hannah. 



 
June 15, 1876 
 

PANB Probate file.  Reference seen: The Court of Probate ordered that a public 
hearing be called for August 4, 1876 to consider the request to sell the estate.  
Notices were to be published in the Royal Gazette; and to be posted in the station 
house in Fredericton Junction, and in George Wood's store in French Lake, and at 
the schoolhouse in Lincoln Parish. 
 
The Royal Gazette notice was published on July 12, July 19, July 26, and August 
2, 1876.  A copy was also delivered to Amelia West in Fredericton. 

 
August 3, 1876 
 

PANB Probate file.  Reference seen: George Bliss, Clerk of the County Court, did 
some research into the records and confirmed the claim of Lewis and Priscilla 
Gereau against the estate of John Wood (refer to one of the items under date of 
June 15, 1876).  This judgment had been in the matter of a suit for damages 
against Hannah Wood on June 19, 1875.  The judgment was in the amount of 
$192.00 plus $63.95 costs, for a total of $255.95. 
 
Priscilla was Hannah's daughter, the same "Miss.  Drillon" as referenced under 
date of June 8, 1869. 

 
August 4 and 14, 1876 
 

PANB Probate file.  Reference seen: Hannah was represented at the hearing by 
George F. Gregory who was also her estate manager.  Henry B. Rainsford 
represented Gain and George Wood, and Gain and Amelia (Wood) Mersereau.  
The transcription of the hearing is very difficult to read, but the following was 
extracted form it: 
 

1.  Henry Rainsford objected to the proceedings at every opportunity.  
George F. Gregory was prompted at one point to refer to the "hostility 
of the heirs".  The matter was argued so thoroughly that the 
proceedings had to be adjourned to August 14, 1876. 

 
2.  Rainsford wanted the hearing to be split into two cases so that the 

'expense account' could be considered separately from the petition to 
sell real estate.  Objection denied. 

 
3.  Hannah testified at length on her own behalf and under cross 

examination, as follows: 
 

a) She gave a detailed verbal account of her expenses in administering 
the estate. 



 
b) She testified about the Gereau suit.  She had known that her 

daughter was bringing the suit.  She had not put her up to it, but 
neither had she objected.  She did not resist the suit because she 
thought that it was just.  She did not recall whether she had told the 
heirs about the upcoming suit but, in any case, she had not 
conspired with her daughter to raid the estate.  Besides, the 
decision on behalf of her daughter was legally arrived at. 

 
c) There is a lengthy and difficult account of Priscilla's activities 

before the suit.  It seems that the point of this was to demonstrate 
that Priscilla was working away in various homes and had not had 
a great deal of contact with Hannah - in support of her denial of a 
conspiracy. 

 
d) Hannah gave a long account of her troubles with the Wood family. 

There had been a dispute over the administration of the estate. 
George Wood had walked off with a horse; Thomas Wood had 
taken a watch; and Gain and George Wood had taken away the 
crops (she did not know where).  Gregory added that someone had 
also taken away two cows, and that Hannah had sent word to him 
to try to secure their return. 

 
August 11, 1877 
 

PANB Probate file.  Reference seen: Hannah Wood and George F. Gregory and 
Andrew G. Blair put up a bond of $2,000.00 so that they could sell real estate 
from the estate. 

 
August 15 or 16(?), 1877 
 

PANB Probate file.  Reference seen: Hannah's account was approved and her 
petition to sell real estate was granted. 

 
August 16, 1877 
 

PANB Probate file.  Reference seen: The Court of Probate issued Hannah a 
license to sell the homestead in order to pay debts against the estate. 



 
June 1, 1880 
 

PANB, RS95, B-2-238.  Reference seen: On this date, Hannah's license from the 
Court of Probate to sell John's real estate in order to make payments against debts 
was filed in the Registry Office. 

 
July 13, 1880 
 

PANB, RS95, B-2-238, again.  Reference seen: Hannah auctioned off the 
homestead at McLean's Hotel in Oromocto to the Hon. John James Fraser and 
Edward Byron Winslow Esq., both of Fredericton, the high bidders, for $852.25 
(300 acres).  The land included parts of lots 18, 19, D, and others and was 
bounded on the northwest by the Oromocto River; on the northeast by Odber 
Stennick; on the southwest by George D. and David Morrow (the old Daniel 
Wood land); and on the rear or southeast by the northwest line of the Geary Grant.  
This would describe the whole of the homestead property, but see B-2-488 of 
May 24, 1881. 
 
The auction was for the payment of debts. 

 
May 24, 1881 

 
PANB, RS95, B-2-488.  Reference seen: Hannah, still of Burton Parish, sold her 
dower to George D. Morrow for a pension of $22.50 per year, to be paid in equal 
half-yearly installments. 
 
The dower included the homestead described as in B-2-238 above (300 acres), 
which is not understood.  Fraser and Winslow definitely owned this land, as 
Hannah bought part of it back from them later. 
 
The dower also included the Wood meadow lot obtained by grant of August 22, 
1831 (100 acres). 
 
Hannah maintained a lien on the property to ensure payment of the pension. 

 
Later in 1881 
 

Census.  Reference seen: Hannah (Drillon) was living with a Phillips family in 
Rusagonis.  She was 76 years old, a widow of Dutch decent. 

 
November 17, 1886 
 

PANB, RS95, D-2-281.  Reference seen: Hannah bought back from Fraser and 
Winslow, about a third of the homestead property that she had sold to them by 
auction on July 13, 1880 (107 acres).  The price was $325.00. 



 
This increases the mystery of the entry of May 24, 1881 
 
The purchase excluded the front part of the homestead and was limited to the 
width of property between (French) Lake Road and the Morrow holdings to the 
southwest (old Daniel Wood property).  The purchase was bounded to the rear by 
the Gain Wood and Mersereau properties nearer to Geary which were also part of 
the original homestead. 
 
The front or northwest limit of the purchase was Morrow Portage Road. This is 
the short road that joins French Lake Road and Morrow Road east of the Stennick 
farm. 
 
In general, Hannah bought everything from French Lake Road to the old Morrow 
property, excluding river frontage, and extending back far enough to include 107 
acres and to abut the Mersereau and Gain Wood properties. 
 
This purchase was on the same day as Gain Wood bought another part of the John 
Wood homestead (D-2-278).  The same Notary was used (Henry B. Rainsford).  
The examination of the vendors to ensure their free will in making the sales was 
also together on November 20, 1886. 
 
This was also the same date that George Wood bought the riverside part of the 
homestead including the cemetery (H(2)-153 in the Gain Wood Chronology).  
Hannah, George and Gain were therefore acting together and, given Hannah's 
financial situation, Gain and George may have helped to pay for her part.  If this 
was the case, then time had healed a lot of wounds. 
 
See D-2-286 of November 22, 1886 in these notes, and D(2)-278 and H(2)-153 in 
the Gain Wood Chronology. 

 
November 22, 1886 
 

PANB, RS95, D-2-286.  Reference seen: Hannah mortgaged her entire purchase 
of five days previous to F. Phillipse Robinson, Esq. of Fredericton for $300.00, 
for two years at 8% annual interest (107 acres). 
 
Hannah was referred to in the sale as Hannah A. Wood. 
 
There is a notation on the mortgage that it was "discharged by certificate" 
(cancelled) on December 26, 1913 (with a cross reference to book Q, page 96). 
 
Gain Wood mortgaged his purchase to the same person, for the same term, at the 
same interest rate, and on the same date (D(2)-282). George Wood did the same 
(H(2)-153). 
 



All three of these purchases were simple purchases with mortgages. It is 
interesting, though, that the mortgages were arranged after the purchases, and that 
the sales were not conditional upon the obtaining of mortgages.  Either they had 
some cash or they obtained short term financing. 

 
1887 or later 
 

John's third wife, Hannah, died.  I could not find a probate file for her at the 
Archives. 
 



 
Locations for John Wood's Homestead House 

 
 

Gene and Doris (Wood) Hanson live in the house on the hill at French Lake, on 
lot 18, just west of the Wood cemetery overlooking the river.  The house was built 
for Doris's parents, Tom and Helen Wood, by my grandfather William Harrison 
(Harry) Wood.  Doris is Gain and Fennetta (Smith) Wood's granddaughter.  Tom 
and Harry were brothers. My father (Clarence) remembers very well when the 
house was built, as he had to accompany Harry as he worked on the house every 
day.  In fact, he remembers that the dog ate his sandwich one morning and that he 
had to have lunch at a neighbour's house.  Father thinks that this must have been 
around 1910 or 1915, because he was only a boy at the time. 
 
Father does not remember, but he thinks that the house might have been built on a 
pre-existing foundation. 
 
To this, Doris adds that the house was indeed built on an older foundation.  The 
old house had burned.  She also says that one of the workers smoked a pipe and 
that someone built his fresh can of 'Velvet' tobacco into a wall.  Gene and Doris 
found that can of tobacco still unopened:  'duty paid' and dated 1915. 
 
So, this could have been the site of the John Wood house, the older one that 
burned, but maybe not. 
 
All local tradition remembers Hannah Wood simply as 'the old woman' who lived 
in the 'old woman house'.  They must be remembering the 1880s, because people 
who don't know anything about John Wood and who do not recall Hannah's name, 
still recall where she lived.  Most oral history seems to start around this time. 
 
The old woman house was about 100 yards upstream of the Hanson house at the 
southern edge of lot 18.  I visited the site in 1993 and found that the brush 
(indicating the size of the complex) covered a larger area than I had expected.  
This was probably a very large house or a house and a barn. 
 
The old woman house area is more or less leveled off by cut and fill on the rolling 
field, again indicating the size of the building(s). The underlying rock is exposed 
over large areas of the site, but there still grow enough apples, cherries, lilacs, 
tiger lilies, rhubarb and raspberries to prove previous habitation and to hide any 
sign of foundations. 
 
The old woman house overlooked the Oromocto River, though the embankment is 
now overgrown with brush and trees.  It was a good site. 
 
Gene recalls that there is a spring nearby, so water was available. 
 



The old woman house may have been the homestead.  I would have expected 
there to be a foundation, but the building may have been supported on stone piers 
directly from the underlying rock.  Remnants of these piers may still exist 
somewhere in the bushes. 
 
Curiously, the old woman house seems to have been on the George Wood lot, and 
not on Hannah's own lot further back behind Morrow Portage Road.  This 
indicates to me that, while she owned land of her own east of Morrow Portage 
Road, she was drawn to live where she had once lived with John.  i.e., the old 
woman house was the original homestead house. 
 
Whichever house was John's, lot 18 was the core of the homestead property.  
Refer to notes under June 15, 1876 and see that the homestead property was 
occupied in four parts by John's sons Gain, George and William and son-in-law 
Gain Mersereau.  George in particular may have occupied one or other of the 
above sites after John's death.  If my guess is right, George built the first house on 
the Doris and Gene Hanson site during his tenure.  This house would then have 
been built between John's death in 1868 and 1876, by which time we are certain 
that George was occupying part of the homestead property.  This house then 
burned prior to 1915.  That George built the first house on the Hanson site is also 
logical in that Hannah was occupying the old woman house.  Where else could 
George have lived? 
 
The homestead area land transactions, up to the time of John's death, may be 
summarized as follows: 

 
• March 14, 1814: There is tax information indicating that John was already 

living on what would become his 'homestead' in French Lake.  This was 
likely on lot 18 or 19, since he bought part of each of these lots from his 
father in 1828.  My guess is that he was on lot 18 at the extreme north 
edge of his father's land - on the hill where Doris and Gene Hanson live 
now. 

 
• June 16, 1823: John was in his 34th year of age, and had been married for 

over nine years.  Yet, it was on this late date that he bought his first piece 
of land at French Lake. 

 
It is noted that he had been involved in logging for some time, and could 
likely have afforded land.  It is also assumed that he never lived on the 
Rusagonis Stream, though he had owned land there and had logged there.  
All of this indicates that there was no urgency for him to own a homestead 
property, because he was living on his father's property. 
 
It also seems that Daniel was interested in divesting himself of his large 
estate around then, and that this is why John decided to start taking 
ownership of his own land.  Daniel's first sale of French Lake land was in 



1828. 
 
In any case, this first purchase was only 49.5 feet wide, and was 
somewhere south of French Lake Road.  Probably it adjoined Daniel's part 
of lot 18. 

 
• June 15, 1824: John bought 50 acres of land along the north edge of lot 18. 
 
• August 6, 1828: John widened his holdings northward, probably into lot 

'D'. 
 
• August 7, 1828: John bought the north part of his father's land, up to and 

including half of lot 19.  Gene and Doris (Wood) Hanson live on lot 18 
now, and this was part of the purchase also. 

 
Daniel had waited for John to buy lands to the north before selling him 
this piece of adjacent land.  Daniel had several children to distribute land 
to and, if John wanted a number of lots, then he would have to buy 
adjacent ones first. 

 
• August 22, 1831: John bought 'Wood Meadow', on the other side of the 

river. 
 
• December 28, 1831: John bought more of lot 'D', to the north of his other 

holdings. 
 
• June 21, 1834: John mortgaged the lower half of lot 19, in order to raise 

about 63 pounds.  The mortgage was eventually paid off, and so he did not 
lose any land. 

 
• December 11, 1845: John sold the lower half of lot 19 to George Morrow.  

This was from the south edge of his holdings, and came very near to his 
supposed house site. 

 
This strengthens the speculation that John was living on lot 18 rather than 
lot 19. 

 
• February 19, 1851: John mortgaged the northward part of his lot 'D' 

holdings in order to raise money.  He eventually paid off the mortgage, 
and so he did not lose any land. 

 
• September 1, 1853: John sold the lot 'D' land that he had mortgaged in 

1851. 
 

There are a number of problems in understanding John's property limits, as 
follows: 



 
1.  John owned land both to the north and to the south of lot 18 and, for his 

holdings to be continuous, I would expect that he owned all of lot 18.  
However, his three purchases of lot 18 land (in 1823, 1824, and 1828) 
total only 60.5 acres from a 200 acre lot. 

 
2.  In 1880, Hannah auctioned off the homestead to Fraser and Winslow, 

and in 1886 she and Gain Wood and George Wood and probably Gain 
Mersereau bought large parts of it back from Fraser and Winslow. 
Hannah's purchase was from (French) Lake Road to the Morrow 
property, and extended from Morrow Portage Road back to Gain 
Wood's property. 

 
Gain Wood's purchase was an odd shape, carved from the back ends 
of lots 18 and 19.  George Wood's purchase was along the river in 
front of Hannah.  This confirms that John must have owned all of lot 
18, though the acreage still doesn't add up. 
 

3.  John sold his half of lot 19 to George Morrow in 1845.  Yet, Gain 
Wood bought lot 19 land from Fraser and Winslow in 1886. 

 



 
Commentary Regarding Law Suits 

 
 

The logging roads of the 1830s could lead to huge profits.  Unfortunately they 
could also, and they often did, lead to financial ruin instead (Lawrence, "Judges 
...").  Hannah's distress following John's death may well have had its roots in such 
affairs as follows. 
 
There are twenty suits referenced in these notes.  Some of these suits clearly 
involved other people named John Wood.  Some, just as clearly, involved John 
Wood of French Lake.  The remainder cannot be easily sorted.  Rex Grady's 
research was used to see where other people named John Wood lived. 
 
John's legal and debt problems may be summarized as follows: 

 
1.  John was sued in 1815 by Samuel Nevers Sr., and his son Samuel Jr.  

Details are not available. 
 
2.  John was possibly in court in 1819 (unlikely) and once or twice in 1823 

(John Wood vs. William Anderson; Harding et al vs. White; and 
Rainsford vs. Bastin and Wood), but just as likely he was not in court 
again until 1826. 

 
3.  John Wood was sued by John Hazen in 1826 to cover 400 tons of 

Hazen timber that John had cut illegally. 
 

Note that John had been involved in logging from at least 1819.  He 
had been in trouble in 1822 for taking timber off of Crown lands.  As 
of 1826, his debt situation was about to spiral out of control. 

 
4.  John may have been sued by David Sterit in 1827, though there is no 

proof of this.  He was sued for about 415 pounds by John Bradley in 
1830.  This was for a debt incurred in 1829.  He was possibly sued 
again in 1832 by John Vance, but few details are available and I think 
that this was another John Wood. 

 
5.  In 1833 and 1834 John was sued six times for a total well over 1,000 

pounds.  This was for debts incurred since 1828, and the majority of it 
was certainly related to logging.  This was a fortune!  Final settlement 
of some of these suits lingered on until 1840. 



 
6.  I find no record of any suits in 1835.  Court records for 1836 and later 

are not yet indexed at the Archives. 
 
7.  There is no sign of John being in any distress throughout this period of 

debts and court appearances.  He was simultaneously, and quite 
regularly buying land and was even able to loan 600 pounds to 
Thomas Stennick in April, 1832. 

 
It is true that his French Lake holdings were seized, and were to be 
sold at auction by the Sheriff in 1840.  However, it must have been 
John himself who placed the high bid, because there is no evidence of 
his ownership being interrupted.  He had no money, it seems, to pay 
off his creditors or to obey court orders; but he had money enough to 
retrieve his land back from under the auctioneer's hammer.  I don't 
know how many cents on the dollar that Rankin finally managed to 
recover from John. 
 
The only significant land sale during the period of known suits, was 
of the Oromocto Island property in January, 1832, for 180 pounds.  
On the other hand, by June 21, 1834, he had to take out a mortgage to 
raise a mere 63 pounds, and between 1844 and 1853 he sold one 
mortgage and two properties to raise 550 pounds.  In 1851, he also 
took out a 126 pound mortgage, but it was eventually repaid.  It 
therefore seems that his finances became too thin only after about 
1840. 
 
For all of this apparent capacity to handle large cash flows, Hannah 
could still not cover his debts from his estate in 1869, at least not 
without selling the homestead. 

 



 
Wood Contacts With the Nevers and Tracy Families 

 
 

Daniel Wood and John Wood had contacts with at least three generations of 
Tracys, from 1809 or earlier, to at least 1847.  They also had contact with at least 
two generations of the Nevers family beginning in 1815 or sooner, and continuing 
until at least 1834. 
 
There was one law suit in 1834 that involved Nevers, Tracy and Wood together.  
There was another suit in 1827 which involved Tracy and Nevers alone. 
 
These events show that the three families knew each other well.  Following, as a 
preamble to the list of joint events, is a commentary by Rex Grady which helps in 
the overall understanding. 
 
"As regards the Tracy Mill, I have managed to find some new information.  When 
Tracy built the mill, he required outside investment.  The man who provided it 
was George Phineas Never, a son of a former assemblyman by the name of 
Samuel Nevers. Nevers, however, was a somewhat disinterested businessman.  I 
am not certain, but I believe he relied on John Wood to manage much of his 
timber operation.  Wood was an old friend of the Tracy's, and his father and 
brother-in-law (George Morrow, ed.) seem to have done a great business at the 
mill, thus he was a natural choice.  One would think that the relationship between 
the men would have been cordial, but any cordiality dissipated whenever the 
timber trade suffered one of its frequent bouts of volatility.  That George Morrow, 
possibly in cooperation with his father-in-law Daniel Wood, was a supplier of 
goods used by Tracy to feed and equip the latter's large timber crews is beyond 
contest, and certainly it seems evident that Morrow made advances to Tracy 
which Tracy was in the habit of repaying with the proceeds of his timber sales.  
When prices fluctuated or timber reserves ran low, men such as Tracy would be 
left in a position of default.  To recover debts, men such as Morrow, Wood and 
others sued with the end in mind of forcing a seizure of capital assets (land, mills, 
buildings, etc).  As Nevers owned a portion of the Tracy mill, he was included as 
a defendant in Morrow's suit.  That John Wood may have handled Nevers' affairs 
therefore explains the appearance of the familial aspect to the unfortunate 
squabble." 
 
Some of the dealings and other events involving the three families were as 
follows: 

 
May 20, 1809:  Daniel and John Wood petitioned for land on the Rusagonis 

stream with Israel Tracy. 
 

I do not have much Tracy genealogy, but suspect that Israel was a brother 
of Jeremiah Tracy I, the Jeremiah that married Sarah Leighton. 



 
January, 1815: Samuel Nevers Sr., and Samuel Nevers Jr. sued John Wood.  No 

details are available. 
 

I have very limited Nevers genealogy. 
 

October 24, 1815: Israel Tracy witnessed the marriage of Daniel and Ann 
(Morgan) Wood's daughter Ann to John DeWitt. 

 
This must have been the same Israel Tracy as from May 20, 1809. 

 
October 30, 1816: Jeremiah Tracy and John Tracy witnessed the marriage of 

Daniel and Ann (Morgan) Wood's daughter Margaret to John Mersereau. 
 

This Jeremiah Tracy (II) was 'Captain' Jeremiah, the one who was a mill 
operator in the Village of Tracy.  Jeremiah II was the son of Jeremiah I 
(see May 20, 1809).  Jeremiah I was deceased, and Jeremiah III was too 
young. 
 
I don't know who John Tracy was, but suppose that he was a brother of 
Jeremiah II. 

 
1825:  'Captain' Jeremiah Tracy built a dam and mill at the present bridge site (lot 

9) in Tracy (M.L. Phillips, "Facts and Folklore", p11). 
 
October 7, 1825: There was a large fire on the north branch Oromocto, and 

Jeremiah Tracy's mill was destroyed (M.L. Phillips, ibid; and RS663-
1833). 

 
Spring, 1826: Jeremiah Tracy rebuilt his mill at Tracy. 
 
December 12, 1827: George P. Nevers sued Jeremiah Tracy to recover a debt of 

2000 pounds, and won.  This suit indicates that Tracy was probably still 
under financial stress following the fire of two years previous. 

 
This was 'Captain' Jeremiah (II), based on the date, and the George 
Phineas Nevers mentioned in Rex Grady's commentary. 
 
There is little, in these notes to indicate that Tracy and Nevers logging 
operations interfered with one another.  A George Nevers from Burton had 
logged on Grand Lake in 1819, 1820, and 1821; and a George A. Nevers 
from Burton Parish applied to log around Geary in 1838; and a George C. 
Nevers from Burton Parish applied to log around Geary again, in 1839 (all 
RS663).  It is therefore likely that Rex Grady's explanation is complete, 
and that the suit resulted from Nevers' investment in the Tracy mill. 

 



March 11, 1828: Daniel Wood sued Jeremiah Tracy to recover a debt. Daniel was 
apparently in exactly the same position with respect to Tracy as Nevers 
had been three months previous. 

 
This must have been 'Captain' Jeremiah Tracy (II), based on the date. 

 
January 2, 1832: Daniel Wood bought a mortgage at a discount price from the 

estate of Samuel Nevers Sr. 
 
April 24, 1833:  'Captain' Jeremiah Tracy was building another mill on the north 

branch Oromocto at the outlet of Oromocto Lake.  He still had the first 
mill at Tracy.  He obtained a timber reserve in 1833 to serve both mills 
(RS663, 1833: two items). 

 
Tracy's financial health had improved, or he had obtained additional 
credit. 

 
February, 1834: George Morrow, with Daniel Wood's connivance, sued George P. 

Nevers and John Wood to recover a debt. 
 

This would be the same George P. Nevers as on December 12, 1827. This 
suit may have had something to do with the Tracy milling operations. 

 
April 5, 1834: Rankin and Company sued George P. Nevers and John Wood to 

recover debts.  Jeremiah Tracy Jr. bought land and mill facilities at Tracy, 
at public auction, as a result of this suit. 

 
This Jeremiah Tracy was Jeremiah II, not his son Jeremiah III (25 years 
old), because it was 'Captain' Jeremiah (II) who was the mill operator. 
 
This auction is a bit odd.  There is everything to indicate that Jeremiah 
already owned the mill at Tracy.  He owned it at least up to April 24, 
1833.  My interpretation is that a now financially healthy Jeremiah Tracy 
bought out Nevers' investment in the mill. 
 
This would be the same George P. Nevers as in December 12, 1827 and 
February, 1834. 

 
March 30, 1838: Jeremiah Tracy petitioned to remove 40,000 feet of lumber from 

his mill reserve. 
 
February 3, 1840: John Wood, Jeremiah Tracy, George Morrow and others 

petitioned the Assembly to stop legislation that would keep Tracy from 
dumping refuse from his mill into the river.  This petition was aimed 
against a complaint by Thomas Hartt. 

 



February 25, 1847: Daniel remembered George Tracy in his will. 
 

I do not know who George Tracy was, but the 1851 census says that he 
was born in 1813, and he may have been a son or nephew of 'Captain' 
Jeremiah Tracy II (1786-1840). 

 
These notes are sparse, but were compiled to discover if there were any special 
business relationships, or partnerships.  The most important link between the 
families appears to be the mill at Tracy. This early history of the Village of Tracy, 
and of saw mill operations in general, were of particular interest.  These notes 
arose primarily from the study of Daniel and John Wood.  'Tracy' and 'Nevers' 
records should be checked more thoroughly. 
 
One hundred pounds of the suit of March 11, 1828 was for Daniel's work in 
Jeremiah Tracy's "business".  When read together with the rest of these notes, this 
confirms that Tracy and Wood and Nevers were involved together, or from time 
to time, in the milling business.  Daniel had also made payments on Tracy's behalf 
and had advanced goods and merchandise.  The arrangement looks, in places, like 
a partnership with Tracy senior to Wood and Nevers.  However, it now appears 
that it was a matter of investment and mortgages. 

 



 
Who was this John Wood, who could sign his name? 

 
 

John Wood of French Lake always signed with an 'X', or so it seemed.  On the 
other hand, there was a John Wood who could sign his name.  This man had 
business with George P. Nevers and Jeremiah Tracy, at least.  Some of his 
business may not have been on the Oromocto River, but it was still in Sunbury 
County.  Examples of this signature include: 

 
1.  Promissory note of September 20, 1831; see record of law suit dated 

May, 1833. 
 
2.  Promissory note of July 5, 1832; see record of law suit dated April 5, 

1834. 
 
3.  Jeremiah Tracy's timber cutting rights petition of April 24, 1833. 

 
The signature was drawn carefully and with difficulty - always in the same style.  
All of these signatures are by the same man. 
 
I have heard that Daniel Wood had a brother 'John'.  This may be true, but this 
John Wood did not remain in Sunbury, as far as I know.  There were a number of 
other New Brunswickers of this name (ref Grady), but they were far enough away 
that they should not be confused.  Who was this John Wood from the 1830s? 

 
1.  The 1811 Assess Roll for Maugerville lists no one by the name of 

Wood (William Darrell Moore, "Sunbury County, 1760- 1830", M.A. 
Thesis, U.N.B., 1977). 

 
2.  The 1814 lists of Ratable Property in Burton Parish listed two Woods 

only - Daniel and John of the 'Upper District', which included the 
south side of French Lake (ref Moore).  Daniel and John were listed 
side by side.  These were our Daniel and our John. 

 
3.  Jeremiah Tracy's petition of April 24, 1833 included 100 men's names - 

Jeremiah's "neighbours".  There were two Woods only, Daniel and 
John, and their names were nearly side by side.  John used his 
signature here. 

 
Therefore our John Wood was the only one of that time and place.  He normally 
used an 'X' but, when there was no lawyer or JP around to witness it, he could 
sign also. 
 
These notes may be read together with Rex Grady's, about the other Johns. 
 



Many notes about very little, but at least enough to show that it was our John that 
was in court at least twice and probably many many more times. 

 



 
 

Politics 
 

The following commentary is by Rex Grady: 
 
"Finally, there is the matter of the Wood family's political leanings.  Political 
parties were, of course, only in their earliest embryonic state during the middle 
years of the 19th century, so it is hard to say toward which particular ideological 
position the Woods inclined.  In Sunbury, as in much of the rest of New 
Brunswick, the primary factors influencing balloting involved the private ties of 
allegiance between voter and candidate.  These ties were defined in part by 
religion, but more significantly by relations between employer and employed.  
Any factional congregation around various competing entrepreneurs, however, 
would not become pronounced until the fifth decade of the century.  In the earlier 
period, deference to social rather than to strictly economic betters seems to have 
been much stronger, thus the hereditary magistrate and the militia captain were 
more likely prospects for popular preference.  In 1830 George Hayward, Thomas 
Odbur Miles and Justice of the Peace Theodorus Clowes sought the exalted 
Provincial honor.  As each could rightly claim distinguished county heritage, each 
was worthy of the prize -- but only two could serve.  Incumbency favored 
Hayward and Miles, though Clowes was by no means without support.  Daniel 
and John Wood dutifully gave their own blessing to Hayward, though they were 
split, respectively, between Clowes and Miles.  Judging by the election's outcome, 
John was the better prognosticator. 
 
By the late 1830s the situation in the County began to change.  Steady attacks 
upon the so-called Family Compact had reduced the prestige of the elites, while a 
heady rush for profits in this timber trade and an upswing in ship construction had 
extended the entrepreneurs of the Oromocto a greater degree of authority and 
respect.  In 1837 Henry Partelow, a brother of the famous John Richard Partelow, 
bested Mr. Miles in a bitterly contested election in which either man accused the 
other of heinous acts of fraud.  Partelow's subsequent tenure in office, however, 
was not a happy one, and he was forced to retire at the end of his term due to the 
intense opposition which his adversaries had fostered against him.  Worried that 
the removal of his business partner from the center of power would hinder his 
pursuit of economic privilege, William Scoullar opportunely moved to replace 
him at the hustings.  Motivated by the sentiment that the friend of an enemy is 
likewise an enemy, a vengeful Miles rapidly mobilized a coalition of so-called 
reformers against the Oromocto magnate, and even tried to enlist Scoullar's great 
financial rival George Morrow to enter the fray.  But, alas, all these intrigues were 
nor naught, as Scoullar managed to overcome all obstacles and win the largest 
share of the vote. 
 
Scoullar triumphed largely through he support of the people in and around 
Oromocto Village -- people who lived near and worked for him in any number of 



his various enterprises.  By 1846, however, his popularity here and throughout the 
rest of the County had declined due to his highhanded use of official privilege for 
the sake of business and personal advancement.  Miles' coalition of putative 
reformers was again arrayed against him, with Morrow and his legion of 
woodsmen and renters (among them Morrow's brother-in-law John Wood) 
lending their combined support.  This time Scoullar was defeated, only to win 
again four years later.  In 1854 his popularity ebbed once again owing to a 
number of factors which are too involved to go into at present.  In any event, John 
Wood's sons Daniel and Thomas -- both of whom worked for Morrow -- were 
amongst the vast mob that helped to secure the controversial Assemblyman's 
second and final ouster.  John himself did not cast a ballot, though in the election 
of 1856 he did bestow his vote upon the incumbent Conservative ticket headed by 
Hayward and Maugerville lumberman Enoch Lunt -- a ticket, by the way, that 
also had the blessing of 'brother' Morrow (it lost, by the way).  In 1864, or 
thereabouts, Morrow himself entered the camp of the County Liberals, then 
presided over by his son-in-law to be Senator Charles S. Burpee, thus it is likely 
that John and the rest of the Wood clan followed suit (Sunbury County Records, 
Poll books, RS 157)." 
 


